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Imagine the shock of revisiting a

favorite Lake Michigan resort after

thirty years only to find that Lake
Michigan is nowhere in sight.
Then imagine being told that Lake
Michigan is only half the size it

used to be, and its shoreline is now
nearly thirty miles away.
For someone visiting the
Soviet Union's Aral Sea for the
first time since 1960, that imagined
Above: A dried-up canal, now strewn with abandoned boats, was a vain,
last-ditch attempt by desperate fisherman to maintain a link with the
dying Aral Sea's retreating shoreline. Some 11,000 square miles
of former seabed like this area along the southern shore have
become deserts of sand and salt. (Photo by David Turnley;
Black Star© 1990, National Geographic Society.)

Right: This pamting depicts
the fishing port of Muynak
in its heyday when the
community supported
10,000 fisherman .
Left: Dr. PhilipP Micklin.

scenario would be reality. Where
the clear water and sandy beaches

Micklin well established as
an international scientist
Dr. Philip P. Micklin's international reputation as a leading authority on one
of the century's great ecological disasters has put his name and views on the
pages of many of the world's leading newspapers.
"It was a very academic interest that started my research on Soviet water
management problems twenty-three years ago. I never dreamed that my
work would attract such popular interest;' Micklin says of the notoriety
he has gained from his research involving the Soviet Union's
ecologically devasted Aral Sea.
From the New >Vrk Times to the London Sunday
Times, Micklin has enjoyed media visibility that does not
usually come to an academic whose field is water
resource management. He has even had to deal
with distortions of his work when one of the most
widely-read Soviet daily newspapers attacked
him for allegedly supporting an unpopular
water diversion project the paper
claimed would destroy Russian
culture. Micklin recalls that
the first mention of the Aral
Sea in his writing was part of
his doctoral dissertation in
1969. While earning a doctorate
in geography at the University
of Washington at Seattle, he
began research on Soviet water
resource management that ultimately
led him to the shores of the
Aral in the Uzbek Republic.
Although the disaster progressed
unknown to most of the world's scientists
for twenty-five years, Soviet scientists
have met regularly since the mid-1970s to
Continued on page 2

of the worlds' fourth largest lake
once beckoned, only a salt desert
remains. In the last three decades,
the Aral Sea has lost 40 percent of
its surface area, an amount equal
Continued on page

University presidents seek
more higher education funds
Please turn to page 3

Alumni bring 'real world'
to career-minded students
Please turn to page 7

Racers hope to make hay
while the sun is shining
Please turn to page 12
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Continued from page 1
to 11,000 square miles or half of Lake Michigan's surface
area.
Dr. Philip P. Micklin, a professor of geography and an
internationally recognized authority on the Aral Sea disaster,
has been studying the "disappearing" lake since the 1970s as
part of his interest in water diversion projects in arid regions.
Last September Micklin lived every geographer's dream by
taking part in a National Geographic expedition and assisting
the magazine's editorial staff in documenting the Aral Sea's
devastation.
"Nothing like this has ever happened in modem times;'
Micklin says of the devastation left by the Aral Sea disaster.
"It is so important that we need to gather as much
information as possible about the problem, and this was an
opportunity to see what I had only been able to study from a
distance:'
Micklin, a longtime researcher in the area of Soviet water
resource management, was invited to join the expedition with
National Geographic assistant editor William Ellis and
Detroit Free Press photographer David Thrnley, a recent
Pulitzer Prize winner. The trio, accompanied by a
representative from the USSR's Novosti Press Agency,
became the first foreigners allowed into what has been an
official "closed zone:' For Micklin it was an opportunity to
visit an area he has studied and written about for years, but
was never allowed to see.
A twenty-four-page National Geographic feature graphically
and poignantly depicted what he saw-evidence of an
environmental catastrophe of unprecedented scope and
impact.
Micklin notes that massive irrigation projects diverting the
Aral's source rivers caused the inland sea to shrink and its
minerals and salts to concentrate in the water that remains.
The National Geographic in its February 1990 issue termed
the result "the broken heart of Soviet Central Asia:•
Once home to a thriving fishing industry, the sea today is
so laden with salts that native fish species can't survive, and

thirty years. How long would Lake Erie last if the Great
Lakes fall prey to this country's growing demand for water?
Micklin says the Great Lakes basin and the arid Aral
region have little in common, and the chance of the same
type of devastation happening is remote. Rain and snow
falling directly on the surface replenish much of the Great
Lakes' water supply, he says, while the Aral was almost
completely fed by two rivers. These rivers once delivered the
equivalent of 232 trillion eight-ounce glasses of water
annually to the sea. When this flow was cut to a trickle, or
even disappeared in some years, Micklin says the Aral lost
nearly all of its water input.
Although similar to the Aral in surface area, Micklin adds
that the Great Lakes are much deeper than the shallow Aral.
They contain much more water and so would be less
drastically affected by water diversion projects.
While talk of such projects to carry Great Lakes water to
the parched Southwest surfaces from time to time, Micklin
does not see any real possibility for such a
diversion in the foreseeable future. Though
technologically feasible, he says, the political
and economic costs of such a scheme are
prohibitive. He also notes that an attempt to
increase the diversion of Lake Michigan water
to replenish the Mississippi River during the 1988
summer drought was easily blocked-not because
of any real damage that would occur but because
it was a dangerous precedent to set.
Yet Micklin says there are still reasons for
concern about the Great Lakes, the United States'
most important single water resource.
"Water quality, not water consumption, is the
crucial issue in the Great Lakes;' he says, arguing
Lush plant growth and more productive crop land are among the benefits
that industrial, municipal, and agricultural
planners foresaw when canals like this one began diverting water from the Aral's
contaminants discharged into the lakes are taking
source rivers. (Photo courtesy of Dr. Philip M1cklm.)
a different but heavy toll.
"The real lesson to be learned from the Aral is that no
the area's economically depressed human inhabitants are
large-scale interference with the environment should be
hardly faring better. They live in an area that is now a desert
of dry salt left behind in the wake of the sea's receding water. undertaken without a clear, scientifically-based forecast of the
long-term consequences;' Micklin says. "You've got to be
The wind whips an estimated 43 million tons of this salt into
the air each year. In fact traces of it have been reported as far careful about not just what happens immediately, but what
the long-term effects will be:'
away as the USSR's Arctic coast.
Moreover, Micklin says, these possible long-term effects
The blowing salt is implicated in a two-fold increase in the
per capita rate of throat cancers occurring in the region over must be looked at realistically. He points out that Soviet
the past thirty years. A combination of other factors, such as scientists were part of the extensive discussions about the
poor nutrition and pollution of drinking water, have left parts further development of irrigation in the Aral Sea Basin that
of the devastated region with the highest infant mortality rate reduced inflow to the sea. The sea's demise was a distinct
possibility all along and in some circles was viewed as a
in the Soviet Union and a high incidence of anemia and
desirable trade-off, Micklin says. Some people even claimed
stomach disorders.
Despite the magnitude of the Aral Sea tragedy, it occurred the dried sea bed would make good crop land, he explains.
"What happened to the Aral was a clear case of cursory
under a veil of official secrecy, which characterized the Soviet
evaluation of the possible outcome and a tendency to ignore
response to natural and man-made catastrophes throughout
the Cold War era. The extent of the disaster was unknown to the critics and dismiss or trivialize the consequences;'
Micklin says. "Some of the same research and planning
the general Soviet populace until the mid-1980s. Prior to
that, Micklin had been picking up
agencies now raising the cry of
clues about the extent of the problem
alarm are the same ones that
supported decisions that
while researching large-scale water
diversion projects, including one
caused this disaster:'
planned to bring water into the Aral
Micklin cites the Gorbachev era
for bringing glasnost and a
Sea region.
gradual realization that the help
Micklin's subsequent research into
of the international scientific
the problem, and publication of his
findings, helped alert the popular
community would be necessary in
the effort to save the Aral.
Western press and its scientific
These factors, along with six
community to the extent and nature
months of negotiations, led to
of the disaster.
Soviet-style graffiti sums up the feelings of focal
Could it happen here? The Aral
inhabitants. Workers scrawled their message on the
Continued on page 5
Sea lost one .and one-half times the
rusting hulk of a landlocked fishing boat. "Forgive us
amount of water in Lake Erie in just
Arai-Piease Return.''

Left: This stranded ship ts
one of the many now
permanently anchored in
the salt and sand left m the
wake of the receding Aral
Sea .
Below: Once larger than all
but one of the Great Lakes,
the Aral Sea has shrunk by
40 percent in the last three
decades . The pink area
shows the sea 's shoreline
in 1960, the yellow its
shoreline m 1989, and the
blue Its projected shore/me
m 2000 The lake has been
diminished because of
water bemg dtverted from
the two primary rivers that
feed it.

(Map courtesy of Nat1onal Geographic Soc1ety. )

Micklin

Continued from page 1
discuss the growing problem. They even
published data on the sea's continuing declineusually phrased in terms that would avoid alarm.
However, Micklin began picking up hints of the
magnitude of the problem by reading summary reports
of Aral conference proceedings and other reports
appearing in Soviet scientific and technical journals.
"The Soviet and Uzbek governments made major
efforts to keep anyone from sounding the alarm;'
Micklin says. "After Leonid Brezhnev died (in 1982),
fuller coverage of the disaster began to appear. But it is
only within the last five to seven years that the full
extent of the problem became clear."
Micklin, who both speaks and reads Russian, was
instrumental in alerting the Western world to what was
happening. Beginning in 1978, his research into the
Aral's demise began appearing in professional
journals. A 1988 Science magazine cover
story about his findings attracted worldwide attention and was illustrated with a
photo of the sea taken from the space
shuttle Challenger in 1985.
Now that the Soviets have put on
hold the water transport projects
that were once the focus of Micklin's
research, Micklin has shifted his
attention to research on the Aral
and the globally important
problem of water management in arid regions.
Beginning this fall, he will take a year-long sabbatical
from teaching to pursue a collaborative research
project with Soviet scientists and water management
experts. They will investigate water management
problems in arid regions like the Southwest United
States and the Aral Sea basin.
Also scheduled for the fall is a return trip to the
Aral-this time to attend an international symposium
on the Aral crisis. Micklin is one of nine North
American representatives invited to this one-week
conference, which will center the expertise of the
world's scientific community on the Aral problem.
-by Cheryl Roland
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Lobbies for more higher education funds

Presidents council says state's public universities are at risk
Michigan's system of public higher education-still
considered among the best in the nation-is at risk despite
record levels of enrollment, the state's public university
presidents say.

burden to pay for college was shifted from the state to the
students and their families:'
The result is that the student now pays 34 percent of the
cost of education, up from 28 percent ten years ago and 21
percent twenty years ago, making Michigan seventh highest
in tuition costs in the nation.
To reverse the trend and preserve quality, Haenicke and
the presidents of the state's other fourteen public universities
have called on the people of Michigan and their elected
leaders to make the state at least fifteenth in state support
per full-time student in the next five years.
To do that, the presidents council recommends that state
appropriations for higher education be increased by about
8.5 percent in 1991-5 percent for inflation and 3.5 percent
for "catch up"-and by similar amounts each year through
1995. The council plan also calls for an increase in bonding
capacity and a general obligation bond for physical plant
needs.
Haenicke said he is encouraged by early signs.

President D1ether H. Haenicke, right, j oined Eastern Michigan
Umversity president William E. Shelton as a guest on the March 29
edition of " Newsline," a program of WKBD in Detroit. The two
discussed greater support for public higher education in Michigan
w1th Channel 50 rep orter Cynthia Canty

In the last year alone, Michigan's rank among the fifty
states slipped from twenty-sixth to thirty-second place in state
support per full-time student. The Presidents Council of
State Universities of Michigan argues that the ranking must
be higher if Michigan is to compete with other states in a
global economy. For change to take place, however, the
presidents council says higher education must become a
higher priority in the state.
"We are pleading for a healthy and competitive university
ystem in Michigan, which we feel is headed for trouble;'
Western Michigan University President Diether H. Haenicke
told a March 29 higher education forum in Detroit. The
forum was one of several held around the state sponsored by
the presidents council.
Haenicke cited other alarming statistics during his
presentation. In 1965 Michigan ranked sixth in the nation in
public support for higher education, but now the state ranks
in the bottom third, he said. Also, in the past ten years, state
funding for higher education in Michigan increased by only
82.3 percent, 30 percent below the national average. This
has placed the state last among the nation's eleven largest
states in rate of increase during this period.
"To stem the erosion of funding, the public universities in
Michigan had to increase tuition;' Haenicke said. aThe
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Murchison named to hall of fame

Former WMU world record-holding track
sprinter Ira Murchison was inducted into
the Mid-American Conference Hall of
Fame's third class of inductees May 21.
Murchison, who attended WMU in the
1950s, is currently an assistant track coach
at Chicago State University. He is the third
Bronco selection among the twenty-six
MAC Hall of Fame members. At the 1956
Melbourne Olympics, Murchison placed
fourth in the 100-meter dash and won a
gold medal as a member of the winning
Murchison as an
United States's 400-meter relay. He shared
undergraduate
the world record of :09.3 in the 100-yard dash
and also set or tied marks for the 100-meter and 60-yard sprints.

•

Conferences touted by national group

1\vo WMU-coordinated conferences through the Office of
Conferences and Institutes have won national awards for creative
programming. "Visually Impaired Sports Camp" and "Facing
North/Facing South: A Colloquium on Canadian American
Relations" have been named winners of Creative Programming
awards from the National University Continuing Education
Association and its Division of Conferences and Institutes. The two
awards, made for outstanding efforts in non-credit continuing
education programs, bring to fourteen the number of national
awards the association has given the University.

•

The Westerner

"The governor's recommendations for higher education
funding for the next fiscal year, at a 5 percent increase, are
higher than in recent years;' he said. "While other agencies
face executive budget cuts, the governor has exempted
higher education.
"These are positive signs;' he said. "We want to build on
them:'
At the same time, Haenicke said, the presidents council
plan reflects a commitment to keep tuition in line. "Our
public universities will commit themselves to keep tuition
increases at affordable levels, yet not compromise quality?'
Haenicke also promised that the universities would be
"good stewards" of public funds in their care. "We shall
respond with cost containment programs and with excellent
planning;' he said. "We shall preserve quality by stubbornly
insisting that the students of our universities deserve the
best.
"The future well-being of our state and of our nation rests
on that commitment," he said.

Two professors earn national honors

Dr. Kenneth A.
.---~~--Dahlberg, a professor of political
science, has been
appointed as one of
nine members of
the Human Dominated Systems
Directorate of the
U.S. Man and the
Biosphere Program.
The United Nations
Dahlberg
Tanis
affiliated program
fosters ecological responsibility through international research that
addresses specific environmental problems.
Dr. John A. Thnis, chairperson of the Department of Physics, has
been selected as a Fellow of the American Physical Society. Society
fellows are chosen based on outstanding contributions to the advancement of physics through independent, original research or
based on some other special service to the cause of the sciences.

•

New corrections program offered

Michigan Department of Corrections employees will be able to earn
a master's degree at WMU this fall through a master's program
designed especially for them. The Lansing Study Center will begin
offering the master's degree in public administration with a new
corrections administration concentration this fall. Intended for
administrators and prospective administrators, it represents the
expansion of WMU's successful Lansing master of public
administration degree program.

•

PAs place in top three in nation

Graduates of the Physician Assistant Program are demonstrating
they are ready for the challenges of their chosen profession. The
1989 graduating class placed third in the nation on the Physician
Assistant National Certifying Examination. This is the second time
in sixteen years WMU graduates have placed third on the test, and
the tenth time they have been in the top ten. All twenty-three
students in WMU's undergraduate program who took the
examination last year passed the test. In the past sixteen years, 96
percent of WMU students taking the examination passed it; in the
past five years, 98 percent passed.

• Smeenge selected in NFL draft

The New Orleans Saints selected former
defensive end Joel Smeenge as the
eighteenth pick in the third round of the
National Football League draft April 22.
Smeenge, who was a senior last winter
semester, holds WMU records for tackles for
loss and forced fumbles. When he joins the
team, he will be reacquainted with another
Bronco standout, offensive tackle Kevin
Haverdink. Haverdink, who attended WMU
from 1984 to 1989, started for the Saints
last year and earned a spot on the NFL
all-rookie team.

Smeenge

•

Conference wins second national award

•

Pat Elliott named women's basketball coach

A 1988 conference on race relations, sponsored by the Kalamazoo
Gazette and WMU, has won a second national higher education
award. "Still a Dream ... Exploring Race Relations in Greater
Kalamazoo" received an Innovations in Continuing Education
Award from the National University Continuing Education
Association in conjunction with the American College Testing
Program. The combined award is the most prestigious honor the
association bestows for creative programming. The award is one of
only three or four made annually in a competition open to any
university continuing education program implemented during the
past three years.

Pat (Charity) Elliott, B.S. '81, a star player and former assistant
coach at WMU, is the new women's basketball coach. Elliott
succeeds eight-year coach Jim Hess, who resigned March 13 after
compiling a 104-113 record. The highlights of Hess' tenure were
winning the 1985 Mid-American Conference tournament and a
subsequent National Collegiate Athletic Association tournament
berth and reaching the 1988 MAC tournament finals.
Elliott, a Kentwood native, was an assistant at the University of
Arizona for the last three years. Prior to that she was assistant
coach for the Broncos for five years and in 1981-82 played one
season of professional basketball in Italy. She is the only woman
eager to tally more than 1,500 career points (1,542) and clear more
than 1,000 rebounds (1,028). She also owns the career field goals
(700) and season rebounds (296) records. As an undergraduate she
represented the United States at the World University Games
(1977), was an honorable mention All-American (1977 and 1978),
and was one of fifteen nominees for the Wade Award as the nation's
top collegian.
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In laboratories and communities, Western is working for all of us
Historian receives humanities fellowship

Young women athletes 'dying to win'

Dr. Ernst A. Breisach, a professor of history, has received a
senior fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Humanities to support his current sabbatical-year research on a
generation of historians called "progressive historians:'
Those scholars dominated historical thought during the early
years of this century and their ideas still play a prominent role in
the way American scholars view history. His study is being
developed into a book that is scheduled for completion in late
1990.

Young women athletes' drive to develop the perfect competitive
body may be earning them more than athletic titles and
trophies, researcher Dr. Joy Griffin says. It may be leading to
severe health problems and even death. The assistant professor
of health, physical education, and recreation reviewed some of
the trends documented by researchers across the country who
have examined female athletes in connection with eating
disorders.
Griffin found that the incidence of eating disorders such as
bulimia and anorexia nervosa is increasing among high school
and college women athletes. In some sports these disorders
affect a majority of competitors, she says, and the the severest
disorders are most often found in the highly successful
competitors.
Pathogenic weight control methods, such as the use of
vomiting, diet pills, laxatives, diuretics, and hinging, affect about
31 percent of all female college athletes, compared to 17 percent
of male college athletes, Griffin says.

Researcher consolidates school districts
According to research undertaken at WMU, reducing the
number of school districts and buildings in Michigan could
remove hundreds of administrative jobs from school payrolls,
with the dollar savings used to increase the number of course
offerings and educational opportunities for students.
William M. Johanns, M.A. '73, Ed.D. '89, a Battle Creek area
educator, has finished constructing a model that defines what
Michigan schools would look like with as few as eighty-three
school districts-one for each county. Johanns believes Michigan
legislators are on the right track with their stated intention to
reduce the number of Michigan school districts from 563 to 250
or fewer, but he says those attempts may prove futile unless their
decisions are based on research and a sound plan.

Center evaluates science initiative
The Evaluation Center has received a $53,674 award from the
W. K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek to evaluate the impact
of the foundation's new science education programming
initiative. Dr. James R. Sanders, associate director of the center,
is directing the evaluation activities as up to fifteen science
education projects around the state are examined. The projects
are intended to upgrade elementary-level student and teacher
training in science and technology areas.

WMU team heads up statewide project
If U.S. math students are to be number one in the world by the
year 2000, the approach to teaching mathematics now used in
elementary schools must drastically change, say two WMU
professors who are heading up a statewide initiative to promote
such change.
Dr. Robert A. Laing and Dr. Ruth Ann Meyer, both professors
of mathematics and statistics, have received a nine-month,
$145,934 grant from the Michigan Department of Education to
develop instructional materials and lay the groundwork for
forming a collaborative effort to enhance the mathematics
teaching skills of elementary school teachers across the state.
The project is a cooperative effort by the Michigan Department
of Education, the Michigan Council of Thachers of Mathematics,
WMU, and school districts across the state.

Scholar edits international journal-A WMU scholar is the
first North American editor of Numen, an international journal
of comparative religions published twice yearly. Dr. E. Thomas
Lawson, chairperson of the Department of Religion, has been
named one of two executive editors of the journal, which is
published by the International Association for the History of
Religions. Lawson and his co-editor, a scholar from the
University of Bremen in Germany, will serve five-year terms that
begin in September 1990.
Institute acquires rare book-The Medieval Institute has
acquired a limited edition facsimile of the famous Book of Kells,
which represents one of the greatest artistic achievements of
Western civilization, says Dr. Otto Griindler, director of the
institute. The original book, which was never intended for daily
use, dates from 800 A.D. when Irish monks transcribed and
illustrated the Gospels of the New Testament. "No other work of
art possesses such powerful symbolism or mystical effect,"
Griindler says. "All but two of its 680 pages are decorated in full
color with an indescribable wealth of symbolic painting and
mystical illustrations."
Only about 1,200 copies of the painstakingly created facsimile
exist worldwide. WMU's copy is permanently housed in the
Cistercian Studies Library's rare book room. However, it was on

Science education unit gets two grants
The Center for Science Education has received two grants
totaling $110,000 from the Michigan Department of Education
to help the state's public schools improve science education. The
center has been awarded a grant for $30,000 to fund its role in
SEMSplus, a two-year-old Science Education in Michigan
Schools project involving the cooperation of seven state colleges
and universities. A second grant for $80,000 will fund continued
efforts to extend the physics knowledge of middle school
teachers through a national program called Operation Physics.

Packaging efforts earn national award
Dr. Robert M. Wygant, a professor of industrial engineering and
director of the Institute of Technological Studies, has won a
national poison prevention award for his three years of research
into developing child-resistant packaging that is easy for adults
to open. He received the seventh annual "Protective Package of
the Year" award from the Children's Hospital of Alabama and
the Southeast Child Safety Institute.
The award, which is made to the "corporation or individual
involved in the development of a new packaging concept which
contributes to the safe sale, storage, and use of medication;'
honors his recent work with other WMU members of a research
project for the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. This
is only the second such award made to recognize contributions
by an individual.

display May 10 through 13 for the Medieval Institutes'
twenty-fifth International Congress on Medieval Studies. The
Congress attracts 2,000 scholars annually to present and hear
papers about the Middle Ages. Persons may view the book by
appointment by calling the Cistercian Studies Library at (616)
387-5221 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. weekdays.
Living in the computer age-In today's age of information,
more than 50 million computers are in daily use worldwide. Dr.
Andrew S. Thrgowski, a professor of business information
systems, says his book helps individuals who depend on
computers in the business environment. The Architecture and
Planning of Enterprise- Wide Information Management Systems,
gives graduate business students and computer professionals a
better understanding of information systems in all areas of
business, such as management, production, and engineering.
Learning to resolve legal disputes-Dr. F. William McCarty,
chairperson of the Department of Finance and Commercial Law,
has co-written a textbook preparing business students to
resolve legal disputes and understand other legal problems. He
wrote The Legal Environment of Business with Dr. John W.
Bagby, a professor of law at Pennsylvania State University.

New institute focuses on service quality
The goals of WMU's new Service Quality Institute are
interdisciplinary research and assistance to Michigan's growing
service industry. Under the direction of Dr. Linda M. Delene, a
professor of marketing, the institute will draw upon the expertise
of faculty members from across the University.
Delene says the growing concern about service quality in the
manufacturing sector makes this area one of the institute's first
areas of focus. As shared technological advances and high
production standards lead to products that are essentially the
same, Delene says, the "service bundle" surrounding the hard
product will be the dimension manufacturers use to make their
products stand out.

Scientist delves into the body's blood
Dr. William F. Jackson, an associate professor of biological
sciences, has received a $69,000 grant from the National
Institutes of Health to study the role oxygen plays in regulating
blood flow to the body's organs and tissues. Gaining additional
knowledge about the microvascular system may in the future
provide the key to understanding such health problems as
hypertension, sickle cell diseases, diabetic angiopathy, and
Raynaud's disease.

$200,000 IBM grant establishes laboratory
The College of Education has received a $200,000 grant from
the IBM Corporation to train new and practicing teachers in the
expanded use of technology in the classroom. The gift enables
the college to establish an lBM computer laboratory in Sangren
Hall to support pre- and in-service teacher preparation and will
serve as a national model for teacher education in kindergarten
through the twelfth grade.
David L. Swanstrom, IBM's senior location manager for West
Michigan, said the grant includes a laboratory of networked lBM
Personal System/2 workstations, IBM kindergarten through the
twelfth grade educational software, and training and technical
support. Included in the award is the ability to participate in a
conferencing network based on IBM's PSinet software, which
will allow WMU to communicate with other grant recipients, as
well as other users of IBM educational software throughout the
United States.
Swanstrom says last May IBM announced a five-year, $25
million, two-part grant program to improve U.S. elementary and
secondary education through more effective use of technology.
The second part of this program provides grants to develop
innovative uses of information technology in K-12 classrooms. At
the time of the award, the College of Education was the only
such unit in the state to receive one of the grants.

Not a sparrow shall fail-A 747 jumbo jet crashes. killing
everyone on board. The next day hundreds die in a massive
earthquake. Are these tragedies and countless oth rs partly the
work of God? Dr. Rudolph J. Siebert, a professor of religion.
examines this question and others in his book, From Critical
Theory to Communicative Political Theology: Uniuersal
Solidarity. The death of his wife from cancer prompted him to
write the book.
Siebert says tragic incidents can be caused by humans and
nature, but they also might result from "divine intervention."
meaning God's influence in allowing tragic events to occur. He
refers to this divine intervention as the "theodicy problem·'-the
understanding of God's justice. But the worlds religions, he
notes, are full of contradictions regarding this ju tice. So, he
says, religions are in a crisis because they are unable to give
adequate answers to why catastrophies happen.
In search of God-Dr. Francis L. Gross. Jr.. a professor of
religion, is helping people in their quest for God, church, and a
meaningful tradition in life through the book Searching for God.
He wrote the book for people who are re-examining their
religious convictions. It does not espouse any particular church
or religious tradition. It is aimed particularly at college students,
who may be for the first time questioning their religious
upbringing-or lack of one-when they go to school.

the Westerner, June 1990

5

Western Michigan University

Presidents' portraits paint a picture of WMU's continued evolution
The Board of Trustees and President Diether H. Haenicke
honored two former Western Michigan University presidents
recently in dedication ceremonies unveiling their official
University portraits.
Dr. James W. Miller, WMU's third president, was
recognized in a dedication February 10 in Miller Auditorium,
which was named for him, and Dr. John T. Bernhard, WMU's
fourth president, was recognized in a similar dedication April
21 in the Bernhard Center, which was named for him.

Dr. John T. Bernhard

Both of the ceremonies took place in buildings where the
portraits will hang-the University's 3,500-seat auditorium
and its campus center. Portraits of the University's first two
presidents, Dwight B. Waldo and Dr. Paul V. Sangren, hang
in places of honor in the buildings named for them.
"This is a special opportunity to express our appreciation
of and to President Emeritus Miller for his many
contributions to this institution and higher education in
Michigan, to our community, and to the state;' the
University's current president, Dr. Diether H. Haenicke said
of the Miller ceremony.
In speaking about President Emeritus Bernhard, Haenicke
noted that commitment, caring, and service characterized his
leadership. "During more than a decade of service, he both
developed this University and sustained it. I am delighted
that we have this opportunity to give him our thanks;'
Haenicke said.
Miller was president from 1961 to 1974. During this time
the University experienced one of the most sustained periods
of growth in its history. On-campus enrollment grew from
9,000 to 22,000 students, graduate programs increased in
number, the first doctoral programs were offered, and more
than $100 million was spent on thirty-seven major
construction projects, including nine academic classroom
buildings, Miller Auditorium, Shaw Theatre, and Lawson Ice
Arena.
Miller, a political scientist by training, was controller of the
state of Michigan for five years and then secretary to the
Board of Trustees at Michigan State University before coming
to WMU as president. He holds degrees from Amherst
College and the University of Minnesota. He continued a
lifelong pattern of public service while president, serving as a
member of several local and state organizations.
During the "Bernhard Years;' between 1974 and 1985, the
WMU Foundation was established; the University's first
capital campaign, "Partners in Progress;' was successfully
completed; the arts flourished; relations with the larger
community and business and industry were enhanced; the
Dorothy U. Dalton Center was completed; and the John E.
Fetzer Business Development Center was dedicated.
Bernhard also worked to preserve the University's
academic core during one of the worst economic periods in
Michigan's history-the recession of the early 1980s-and
advanced the institution's affirmative action goals. He served

WMU and higher education at local, state, national, and
international levels and was a member of various other local
organizations. Bernhard, who was president of Western
Illinois University before coming to WMU, returned to
teaching in 1985 as a professor of political science. He will
retire this year.
Larry J. Blovits of Grand Rapids, an internationally
recognized, award-winning portrait and landscape artist,
painted the Miller and Bernhard portraits.

Dr: James W. Miller

Honorary degree given
Renowned violinist Yehudi Menuhin, center, received an
honorary doctor of fine arts degree from Western Michigan University March 2 for his outstanding work in the
performing arts. The degree was conferred during a
Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra concert, which Menuhin conducted. Congratulating him at a reception in his
honor after the concert were President Diether H.
Haenicke, right, and Maestro Yoshimi Takeda, music
director and conductor of the Kalamazoo Symphony
Orchestra, who received an honorary doctor of music
degree from WMU in 1989. Menuhin spent this February and March in Kalamazoo through a residency
arranged by Julius Stu/berg Auditions in conjunction
with the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and WMU's
Bullock Music Performance Institute. Half a century
after his Carnegie Hall debut at age eleven, Menuhin is
still active, dividing his time between concerts, lectures,
and symposia in the United States and Europe. The
founder of two mus1c trainmg schools in Europe, Menuhin in 1986 received the highest award the United
States bestows on its performing artists, the Kennedy
Center Honors.

Now you sea it,
now you don't

Continued

frompage2

the National Geographic
expedition being allowed
into the Aral region.
Today, officials at the
highest levels of the Soviet government admit the disaster is
occurring. Recently, Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev said
the region's problem "has practically gone beyond the control
of man. It is a zone of ecological calamity:'
Even now, with the Soviet government officially committed
to saving the sea, the prospect for cutting the irrigation

diversions and allowing the sea to be replenished by its
source rivers is not good. Micklin says that just to stabilize
the sea at its current low level, the amount of irrigated land
in its drainage basin would have to be cut by about 30
percent, leaving this basically agricultural region in economic
chaos. To restore the sea to its former condition would
require at least a 50 percent cut in irrigated land.
"I'm not very popular among some environmental and
Russian nationalist circles in the Soviet Union for saying
this;' Micklin admits, "but I don't think there is enough water
there, no matter how carefully used, to supply all of the
region's needs, particularly in light of the area's rapid
population growth:'

-by Cheryl Roland

Giving
A plan for the future

Gifts of appreciated
property are useful
If you're planning to make a significant gift to Western
Michigan University or any other nonprofit or charitable
organization, be sure to consider the advantages of giving
highly-appreciated property, including stocks or other
securities, as opposed to an outright gift of cash.
Contributions of appreciated long-term capital-gain
securities (such as stocks) and real property generate the
most favorable tax benefits. In addition to receiving a
charitable deduction for the full fair-market value of the gift,
you can avoid any potential capital gains tax on the property
given and, in some cases, any sales commission that would
apply to the sale of this property.
If you were to contribute securities with a current
fair-market value of $10,000 for which you paid $1,000
several years ago, you would receive a tax deduction for the
full $10,000 value of the securities (the same as a $10,000
gift of cash). You would also avoid paying capital gains tax on
the $9,000 appreciated value of the securities. These same
types of savings can apply to a gift of real property, such as a
home or farm.
Other important points to consider include:
• Effective in 1988, the holding period for "long-term"
treatment is a minimum of one year. In other words, you must
have owned the property (stocks, real estate, and the like) for
at least one year.
If you elect to give securities, do not sell the securities
first. If you do, you are making a gift of cash and will be
subject to capital gains tax on the securities you sold. You
should contact WMU's director of Planned Giving Services or
the charity to which you wish to make the gift and ask about
the best way to transfer the securities.
• For a relatively few individuals enjoying an unusually high
income year, AMT (Alternative Minimum Thx) may apply and
may diminish the tax savings indicated. It is always wise to
seek professional tax advice regarding your particular tax
situation.
For more information, write Kenneth J. DeVries, director of
Planned Giving Services, at Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3855, or call him at (616)
387-6178 or toll free (800) 876-6178.

.....-Calling-Alumni
During the next year, WMU students
will individually contact each alumnus
and alumna to request funding for
the many important needs supported by
the University's Campaign for Excellence.
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The Campaign for Excellence

Major gifts and pledges to continued
excellence at Western Michigan University
Family of Jon Rood establishes
endowed memorial scholarship
The WMU Foundation has received gifts totaling $22,000 to
establish the Jon P. Rood Endowed Scholarship Fund in the
Department of Biological Sciences. Gifts were received from
Hazel Rood, Jon's widow; Margaret Clark, Jon's sister; and
Josephine C. Rood, Jon's mother and the widow of Dr. Paul
Rood, who served on the WMU faculty for forty-eight years until
his retirement in 1964. Rood Hall is named in honor of Paul
Rood, who joined the faculty in 1916 and was, at the time of his
death in 1977, the longest tenured faculty member in the history
of the University. Jon Rood, fonnerly with the Serengeti
Research Institute in Thnzania, East Mrica, died March 30,
1989.

Kalamazoo Gazette pledges $45,000 for
Dwight B. Waldo Library improvements

Michigan's second-oldest newspaper and Southwest Michigan's
largest daily, the Kalamazoo Gazette, has pledged $45,000
toward expanding and renovating Dwight B. Waldo Library. In
recognition of this contribution, a room in the library will be
named for the Gazette, which is a corporate member (associate)
of The President's Club. Publisher George E. Arwady, a member
of the WMU Foundation Board of Directors, announced the gift.

Consolidated Papers Foundation pledges
$50,000 more toward paper program
Consolidated Papers Foundation of Wisconsin has pledged
$50,000 to the paper science and engineering program. The
pledge was made in addition to annual support already received
from the foundation. The total of all contributions from
Consolidated Papers Foundation during the period of WMU's
Campaign for Excellence is expected to exceed $70,000.

Flint Ink Corporation contributes
$25,000 to printing program
The Flint Ink Corporation of Detroit has given $25,000 to
support the printing science and engineering program. The
nation's third largest manufacturer of printing inks, Flint Ink has
been headquartered in the Detroit area since its founding in
1920 by H. Howard Flint. Robert H. Flint, company chairperson
and chief executive officer; announced the gift. H. Howard Flint
II, company president, is a member of the WMU Foundation
Board of Directors.

Faculty couple establishes scholarship
through life insurance donation
Tho faculty members have donated a $500,000 life insurance
policy to the WMU Foundation. The gift, given by Dr. Edward J.
Heinig, a professor of education and professional development,
and his wife, Dr. Ruth M. (Beall) Heinig, a professor of
communication, will establish an endowed scholarship in their
names. The Heinig Endowed Scholarship will be designated for
full-time students enrolled in the College of Education's
kindergarten through the twelfth grade curriculum.
Edward Heinig joined the faculty in 1963. He received a
bachelor of arts degree from Indiana State University and
master of arts and doctoral degrees from the University of
Michigan. Ruth Heinig joined the faculty in 1964. She received a
bachelor of arts degree from Valparaiso University and master of
arts and doctoral degrees from the University of Pittsburgh. The
Heinigs of Kalamazoo are members of The President's Club.

Kalamazoo-based Stryker Corporation
pledges $50,000 to capital campaign

Use this opportunity to talk with a Western
student about your University. Remember that
gift payments can be arranged to suit your
needs. Please respond generously when you
are called. Total pledged to student callers so
far... $1 ,600,000.

The Stryker Corporation of Kalamazoo has made an
unrestricted pledge of $50,000 through the WMU Foundation to
the Campaign for Excellence. Stryker's medical and surgical
divisions develop and manufacture specialized products,
including powered surgical instruments, orthopaedic implants,
arthroscopy systems, and patient handling equipment, such as
the "Stryker hospital bed;' the company's original product.
John W. Brown, Stryker's president, announced his company's
commitment to the campaign in a letter to William U. Parfet,
campaign chairperson and WMU Foundation president.

Menasha Corporation pledges
$50,000 to paper program
The Menasha Corporation of Neenah, Wisconsin, has pledged
$50,000 to support the paper science and engineering program.
Menasha is a producer of corrugated containers, wood fibre,
paperboard, timber; plastics, machinery, and other products. It
has about 3,500 employees in plants throughout the United
States, including West Michigan.

Detroit businessman/alumnus pledges
unrestricted $25,000 gift to campaign
Jay A. Fishman, B.B.A '66, M.B.A. '67, a partner and president
of Jay A. Fishman of Detroit, has made an unrestricted pledge of
$25,000 to the Campaign for Excellence. An investment/financial
analyst and consultant, Fishman has co-written several articles,
as well as the book Corporations in Conflict: The 'lender Offer.
He is a former investment analyst for National Bank of Detroit
and former vice president of Equity Management and Research.
A member of The President's Club since 1977, Fishman is also
a director of the WMU Foundation and a member of the WMU
Academy of Volunteers. He served as co-chairperson of the
Detroit area campaign for "Partner in Progress;' the University's
successful capital fund drive in the early 1980s.

Faculty and staff appeal garners
$400,000 in gifts and pledges
In response to a campuswide appeal, faculty and staff members
have already pledged or contributed more than $400,000 to the
Campaign for Excellence. According to Helen J. Flaspohler,
executive director of development, this amount represents the
to-date response to the special appeal, which is still in progress.
The total of all faculty and staff gifts and pledges to the
campaign from all sources is far greater, she said.

Honors College Library to be
named for alumni couple
Marion (Dumond), B.S. '53, and her husband, Robert W.,
B.B.A. '55, Denison of Kalamazoo, have pledged $75,000
toward construction of the Lee Honors College building. The
Denisons' gift will be used for the Honors College Library, which
will be named in their honor.
Robert W. Denison is the former "Owner, chairperson, chief
executive officer; and president of Laboratory Research
Enterprises in Kalamazoo. A certified public accountant, he was
the chief financial officer of the W. J. Upjohn Management
Company for eleven years prior to becoming pres~dent of
Laboratory Research (1974-89). The Denisons are members of
The President's Club and life members of the WMU Alumni
Association. Robert is a member of the WMU Foundation and a
past president of the Alumni Association.

Simpson Paper Company pledges
$50,000 to paper program
The Seattle, Washington-based Simpson Paper Company has
committed $50,000 through the Simpson Paper Company Fund
to assist the paper science and engineering program. Simpson is
a leading U.S. producer of paper and paper products, including
100-percent recycled printing papers. The company has about
3,000 employees in plants throughout the United States,
including West Michigan.

Kahler bequest provides for
endowed humanities scholarship
James R. Kahler; Jr., a counselor at Loy Norrix High School in
Kalamazoo, and his wife, Marjorie, a former Kalamazoo Public
Schools employee, will provide $100,000 through their estate to
establish the James R. and Marjorie A. Spitters Kahler
(endowed) Humanities Scholarship. Marjorie and James are both
Western alumni and members of the President's Club. James
earned a bachelor's degree in English and history in 1961 and a
master's degree in counseling in 1971. Marjorie attended WMU
but did not earn a degree from the University.
The Kahler Humanities Scholarship will provide for students
majoring in English or history, with preference given to minority
students with demonstrated financial need.

lumni
Dear Friends
Since making some major changes
in the Westerner twelve months ago,
the feedback from our readers has
certainly been positive.
As I have talked with many
of you at reunions,
Homecoming, and regional
events, you have complimented
me on this new look-more
color, different format, larger
type.

During those conversations,
I have accepted and thanked
you for your kind words on
behalf of the entire ' team" of
dedicated staff members who
work together on each issue.
The Westerner is our way of bringing the campus to you.
For instance, in the most recent editions we have shared
with you news of our numerous construction projects and
their importance to the
institution.
We also have
described
our faculty's
dramatic
increase in
research activity and how
this affects the
quality of
instruction.
In addition, we
have told you of the confidence alumni, corporations, and
foundations have in WMU as demonstrated through their
charitable gifts and through their willingness to give their
time and energy to various Alumni
Association sponsored programs.
Through the Westerner, we want
to share with you the excitement
those of us on campus experience
daily as we witness first hand all of
the tremendous things taking place.
We know we have been successful
in meeting this objective when we
receive letters like the one from
Julie Harris, which is printed on
page 8.
I hope each of you experience,
as Ju1ie has, a great sense of pride
and enthusiasm when you read what is happening at WMU.
I hope too that you share the information with others, as
Julie has.
Just as our readers get excited about what is happening on
campus, I get excited as I proofread the Alumnotes section of
each issue. I am continually amazed at the myriad ways our
graduates are making their mark through their countless
professional achievements. We're pleased to be able to share
this news with your friends and former classmates. The entire
University community as well, especially your professors,
takes great pride in reading of your achievements.
Because so many good things are happening with our
alumni and our institution, we often find ourselves short of
space in the
Alumnotes
section. Let
me assure
you, all of the
career-related information we receive, will be printed. The
paper's production schedule calls for material to be
submitted more than two months before publication. With
this schedule, combined with periodic space restrictions, it
may appear as though we have forgotten to share your news.
We have not. Please, bear with us.
You, our graduates, are the Westerners primary audience.
We continually strive to enhance the paper's effectiveness as
a communication channel, so we encourage you to share
your thoughts and opinions regarding content, design, and
readability. We want to ensure that this communication
channel between you and your University is two way.

lumnotes

Looking forward to hearing from you,

M. Jamie Jeremy
Executive Director, Alumni Association
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Alumni couple transform business acumen into financial success
The last few years represent
a success story of two young
Western Michigan University
alumni making good-good
yogurt, that is.
Jamie L., B.B.A. '82, and
Timothy D., B.B.A. '81, M.B.A.
'86, Nickodemus met at WMU
as undergraduates and now,
only a few years later, they are
married with a twenty-threemonth-old daughter and a
business that generates
approximately $1.4 million in
sales a year.
JRT, the company formed
by Tim and the former Jamie
Lee Brown, owns the exclusive Jamie and Tim Nickodemus
rights in Kent County for The
Country's Best Yogurt or TCBY. The company operates six
TCBY stores in the Grand Rapids area, employing as many
as 120 people in the peak summer months.
Mter a 1985 trip to Florida where Jamie was introduced to
the popular frozen yogurt product, she and Tim called upon
their business acumen acquired at WMU and set out to make
their fortune. After some initial difficulties obtaining
financing, the business grew by leaps and bounds.
"Our first store was very profitable;' Tim says. "When the
corporation that runs TCBY saw we were doing a good job
running our business, they financed the long-term debt
associated with the development of our organization.
Eighty-seven and '88 were our growth years, and in '89 we
learned how to really run the business:'
At WMU, Jamie majored in finance while Tim concentrated
in management for both of his degrees. Their backgrounds
complemented each other well for the successful business
venture with the TCBY chain.
"Jamie had worked for her family's construction company
in Lansing;• Tim says. "A family with a strong business
background and her education at Western provided her with
the understanding of financial development required to
sustain a successful business. Jamie really runs the show. I'm

an entrepreneur. I can build
them, but Jamie runs them:'
Tim credits WMU's business
program for initiating his
entrepreneurial development.
Even as a student, the program
had him brainstorming for
feasible business ventures and
formulating business plans.
"Western has a good
business school;' Tim says.
"I have talked to people from
Michigan State (University)
and the University
of Michigan programs, and they
don't seem to have the
wherewithal that we do.
"WMU's management program
is very, very good;' Tim adds.
"Its 'group work' program taught me what business is really
like. It provided me with a firm basis in interpersonal skills
to deal with groups of people. I learned that the human
element is the most valuable resource in business, and I
gained insight into dealing with people and managing that
resource:'
The December 10 issue of the Grand Rapids Press profiled
the Nickodemus couple and the growth of their company. In
the article, Tim attributed the popularity of frozen yogurt in
the Grand Rapids area to the nation's move toward a
healthier diet. Yogurt contains one-third the calories of ice
cream and has no fat or cholesterol.
Tim and Jamie are not content to rest on their laurels.
Since yogurt is such a weather-sensitive product, they have
plans to diversify into other businesses. Presently, the two are
working to get TCBY's newest product off the ground. A new
sugar-free yogurt made with Nutrasweet was released at the
end of January.
"It should dominate the market;' Tim says. "It's eighteen
calories an ounce, and it's just fantastic. You can't believe
how good it is:'
And the same might be said about the business life of Tim
and Jamie Nickodemus.

-by Janet Jones, B.A. ' 90

Today's alumni help tomorrow's graduates prepare for careers
Western Michigan University's Career Allies Program
brings students and professionals together, allowing
tomorrow's leaders to get a first-hand view of life after
graduation.
By sharing their knowledge and job experiences, Career
Allies help students make meaningful and satisfying
Patrick Laughlin, left,
president of Govern·
mental Consultant
Services in Lansing,
participated in an
internship so Greg
Sendoykas of Detroit
could gain relevant
work experience
before graduating.

career choices. This sharing takes place in a variety of
ways, including campus visits, internships, part-time and
summer employment, personal get-togethers, and
telephone interviews.
Last year NED-Kalamazoo Bank executive James
Mcintyre, B.B.A. '73, M.B.A. '77, was one of more than
sixty alumni from the greater Kalamazoo area who
volunteered to be a Career Ally. Then in January, J. Blaine
Vortman, B.B.A. '89, called on the assistant vice president
of commercial loans to learn more about the banking
profession.
Vortman, a finance major from Kalamazoo used the
Career Allies Program after finishing his degree in
December. Before seeking a job, he wanted to investigate
three possible career paths-banking, financial planning,
and underwriting.
"Because I was carrying five courses last semester in
addition to working, I didn't have the time before I
graduated to take advantage of the Career Allies
Program;' Vortman says.
After talking with Mcintyre and the other alumni,
Vortman says he knew he wanted a career in banking and

specifically in commercial banking.
Mcintyre benefited from the exchange as well. "The
Career Allies Program lets me know, as a professional,
what today's young people face as they enter the work
force;' he says.
Another student benefited from the program when he
used it to obtain an internship with Patrick Laughlin, B.S.
'68, president of Governmental Consultant Services, a
multi-client lobbying firm in Lansing. Greg Sendoykas,
B.S. '90, spent two days a week putting his public·
administration studies to work for the firm.
"I was able to apply what I learned in my courses and
zero in on the skills and background necessary to work
effectively in this environment;' Sendoykas of Detroit says
about the internship.
"Greg was a helpful addition to our office and we were
happy to provide his experience for him;' Laughlin says. "I
was also pleased to have an opportunity to strengthen the
alumni network, which I believe is a mark of distinction
for a prestigious university such as ours:'

James Mcintyre,
left, an NBDKalamazoo
Bank
executive,
helped
J. Blaine
Vortman
of Kalamazoo learn
about a
career in
commercial
banking.
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Welcome
graduates

Alumni ASSBial

ca

dar

.JUNE

A new tradition began April
28 during the 1990 winter
commencement when
current Alumni Association
President Richard F. Charmann. B.S. '59, congratulated graduates on their
new status as Western
Michigan University alumni.
Chormann a/so extended
to the graduates a one-year
free membership in the
Alumni Association.

20

Jackson Alumni Chapter outlng-7:00 p.m.,
Jackson Harness Raceway, Jackson.

21

Hastings golf outlng-1 :00 p.m. shotgun
start, Hastings Country Club, Hastings.*

25

Grand Rapids alumni golf outlng-10:30
a.m., Forest HHis Golf Club, Grand Rapids.
Buffet lunch at 11:00 a.m., shotgun start at
noon, dinner at 6:30 p.m.*

.JULY

MAILBAG
'Prom night shows students have 'class'
Editor's note: The following is a letter to the editor from the
Kalamazoo Gazette. It was written by Larry Rolfe of

Vicksburg about the second annual "Senior Prom,"
sponsored by Draper-Siedschlag halls in conjunction with
the Office of the Vice President for Student Services,
Residence Hall Association, Office of Residence Hall Life,
Western Student Association, Office of the Dean of Students,
WMU Alumni Association, and Kalamazoo Jaycees.

March 21 the residents of Draper-Siedschlag halls hosted a
senior citizen prom at the campus center for about 400
seniors and nearly 100 students. These young people didn't
appear in Reeboks, tattered jeans, and leather vests, but
beautiful dresses, high heels, suits, ties, and shined shoes.
With this description already you can see just how bad they
really are. The room adjacent to the ballroom was filled with
tables for eight with cloth tablecloths and napkins and with
helium-filled balloons as centerpieces_
They had a fine local band (Pieces of Dreams) that played
for ballroom dancing from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. There was
punch all evening long and a very nice buffet of cheeses,
dips, fruits, party crackers, and desserts. This was all done at
no cost to the seniors.
The party was just terrific and took a tremendous amount
of planning, but the real plum was meeting all those terrific
young people. They were having as much fun as all us old
codgers. Professional photographers took pictures of
everyone and presented the guests with the picture in a nice
folder with printed information about the event.
My wife and I thank these young people very much for
taking all this time to prepare a very special night for older

.
people. If the type of young people we met are any indication
of what our country's leaders will be like for the next forty
years, I believe we are in mighty good hands.
I am a 1950 graduate of WMU and I can truthfully say I
cannot remember being more proud. Now when you read of
the few that will stir up some problems, please remember all
these fine young men and women who are going to be No. 1
citizens.
Larry Rolfe, B.M. '50, M.A. '55

Let me tell you about my school
Editor's note: Julie Harris is a senior consultant for
Andersen Consulting, a division of Arthur Andersen and
Company in Chicago. A graduate of WMUs computer
science program, Harris is assigned to Andersens Manila,
Philippines, office until late August.

A quick comment on the Westerner. It really makes me feel
great to see the things that are going on at WMU. Sometimes
I believe that Dr. Haenicke is the president who is most likely
to make real changes in this world.
All my co-workers, who come from Big 10 or Ivy League
schools, needle me for attending a school which some of
them have never heard of. They are quickly silenced when I
rattle off all the things we were able to enjoy at WMU that
they never have dreamed of: class size, actually being taught
by professors in our freshman year, not being lost in the
shuffle.
With the addition of the new business college building, I
know WMU will soon be known to all (but still dearest to
those who had the pleasure of actually attending).
Julie Harris, B.S. '86

Florida alumni gather._ _ _ _....
More than 100 alumni and
friends in Florida gathered
together in four locations
during February to meet with
University President Diether
H. Haenicke and his wife,
Carol. During each of the
events, Haenicke shared
news about all of the exciting
developments taking place
on campus.

----------,~----
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Top: While in Sarasota,
Haenicke, standing, visited
with, starting at center and
moving clockwise, Grace
(Appleyard) Aten, B.S. '38,
Frances " Pudge " (Jolliffe)
King, T.C. '38, Robert King,
B.S. '38, and G. Avery Aten,
B.A. '34 .
Botto m: At the alumni
gathering in Naples, former
Bronco football star Kelly
Spielmaker, left, B.S. '88,
a tight end, chatted with
Dr. and Mrs. Haenicke.

Yearbooks
available
for sale
The WMU Alumni Association
is pleased to announce that a
limited number of Brown and
Gold yearbooks representing
various years are available for
sale. Because copies are limited,
orders will be processed on a
first-come, first-served basis.
If you've lost your yearbook
or never purchased one, you
now have the chance to send for
a book that will bring back
memories of people, places, and
events from your years on
campus.
Brown and Golds from the
following years are available:
1942 through 1943, 1945, 1947
through 1949, 1952 through
1954,1958, 1960, 1967, and
1974.
The cost of each book is $7
for Alumni Association members and $10 for non-members.
Checks should be made payable
to the WMU Alumni Association. Send your request and
check to: WMU Alumni Association, McKee Alumni Center,
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-3854.

Annual WMU Bronco Golf Outing-Pineview
Golf Club, Three Rivers.*

AU OUST
6

Detroit alumni golf outlng-8:00 a.m.
breakfast, Dearborn Country Club,
Dearborn.*

SEPTEMBER
29

Alumni gathering-before the WMU versus
Iowa State University football game, Ames,
Iowa.

OCTOBER
6

"WMU At The Zoo" -1:00 to 6:00p.m.,
Binder Park Zoo, Battle Creek. A
University-sponsored event open to families
of WMU alumni and friends in Calhoun,

Jackson, Kalamazoo, Eaton, Barry, and
ranch coun ie .

20

14-

Student Homecoming celebration-a weak
long series of special activities and programs.

20

Homecomlng-"Here's LoOking at WMU."

of 1115 I r Mnllver.,v
reunlon--6:00 p.m. reception/dinner,
Bernhard Center, WMU.

C

Alumni NCeptl'on/brunch-10:00 a.m.,
Bernhard Center, WMU.
Alumni tallgele-10:30 a.m., Kanley ltack,
WMU.
Ninth Annual Distinguish Alumni Awards
Dlnner-6:00 p.m .• Fetzer Cente~; WMU.
*Contact the WMU Gary Fund office, (811) 387-3100.
For mont Information •bout ..umnl eventa, c.ll the
McKee Alumni Center at (818) 387·8179.

Circle October 14 through 20 on your calendar and
plan to attend the 1990 Homecoming celebration. This
year's theme, "Here's looking at WMU;' focuses on the
vast number of people affiliated with the University, in
addition to the institution's continued growth and
progress.
Don't miss the chance to visit with former classmates
and professors and to get a first-hand view of how the
campus has changed in the last few years. All alumni,
friends, students, faculty, staff, and the greater
Kalamazoo community are cordially invited to
participate.
Registration forms will be mailed to Alumni
Association members in August. Detailed information
regarding planned activities will be announced in the
September issue of the Westerner.
For more information about the 1990 Homecoming,
call the McKee Alumni Center at (616) 387-6179.
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1910-1959
• Donald C. Weaver, TC '3 , a
WMU emeritus, received the 1990
President's Citation Award from the
Michigan Association for Adult and
Continuing Education, Lansing, MI.
0 D. Robert Helleoga, BA '47, is
principal of Bell vue Middle chool,
Bellevue, MI.
0 D. James McDowell, B '52, BS
'66, in January was promoted to senior vice president of association services for the American Automobile
Association, Heathrow, FL.
• Nita Brumm Clarkson, BS '55,
MA '79, is managing Brumms' Gallery Gift Shop, Plainwell, Ml, after retiring from WM U in January.
0 Robert E. Copping, BBA '55, in
January was appointed controller and
chief financial officer with Raytheon
Appliance of Companies, Amana, lA.
0 Ronald L. Houtman, BS '55, in
February was named executive director of Worldwide Pharmaceutical
Manufacturing Thchnology and Offshore Operations for The Upjohn
Company, Kalamazoo, MI.

Ronald Houtman

0 Richard Ross, BBA '57, was appointed senior consultant at tone,
August Baker Communication ompanies, Detroit, MI.
• Robert J. Stephan, B '57, was
recently elected director of West ide
Federal Savings and Loan A ociation, Grand Rapids, MI.

0 Donald M. Carlson, BS '58, has
been named vice president of human
resources at Oshkosh B' Gosh,
Oshkosh, WI.
0 Kenneth R. Dyer, BBA '58, in
February retired after thirty-one
years of service as a teacher, principal, and superintendent. Dyer resides
in Lansing, MI.
0 Joyce Kasner Karsko, BA '59,
in eptember was named chairperson of the psychology department at
Otterbein College, Westerville, OH.
0 William L. Strome, BBA '59, recently retired from his position as
manager at The Prudential Muskegon district office, Muskegon, MI, after thirty years of service.

1960-1967
0 Marlene Lessard Caszatt, BS
'60, has been named Michigan State
University Cooperative Extension
Service director for Kalkaska County,
MI.
0 James Menchinger, BA '62, MA
'66, coached the Portage Northern
High School (Portage, Ml) forensic
team to the state Class A Michigan Interscholastic Forensic Association
19 9 state championship.
0 John Ostman , BBA '62, has
joined the staff at Lake Superior
Press, Marquette, MI.
0 Dr. L. Frank McCoy, B '63, was
r cently named dean of the College of
Fine Arts at the University of Montevallo, Montevallo, AL.
0 Judy Bell Lore, BA '64, in November was named sales director for
COMMA, the Plymouth-Canton
Community Crier and the Crier's
publishing division, Plymouth, MI.
0 Herbert E. Everss, BS '65, was
recently named director of North
American sales at Siemens Automotive, '!roy, MI.
0 Richard Kurent, BA '65, in February was appoint d business acquisition consultant with American Busin ss Brokers and Consultants,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Frederick H. Schell, BS '65, is
vice president-business management
for the Automotive Industry Division
of the Uniroyal Goodrich Tire Company, '!roy, MI.
0 St ephen P. Hoffman , BS '66,
MA '69, is counselor at Muskegon
High chool, Muskegon, MI.
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0 Richard G. Cooper, BS '67, MA

'70, MOT '75, in February was ap-

pointed interim chairperson of
WMU's Department of Occupational
Therapy, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Larry Deane, BBA '67, in February was named director of the Catholic Social Services of Kent County,
MI.
0 Elaine Bishop Evans, BA '67, in
June, 1989, was elected chairperson
of the Greater Detroit Area Chapter
Ninety-Niner (International Women
Pilots Organization).
0 Richard Evans, BS '67, is presidl'!nt of Evans Th-County Mechanical
Contractors, Novi, MI.
0 Charles C. Frost, BS '67, MA
'68, is a member of the Research and
Technology Institute of West Michigan's 1989-90 Board of Governors.
0 Rabbi Gary S. Gerson, BA '67,
recently celebrated his tenth an niversary as senior rabbi for Oak Park
Temple, Oak Park lL.
0 Jane Rose, MA '67, has been appointed assistant principal at the
Eastside Elementary School, Cody,
WY.
0 Linda Gilbert Wendt, BS '67,
was named president of Junior
Achievement of South Central Michigan, Battle Creek, MI.

1968-1969
0 Zarina Sultana Ahmed, BS '68,
was named occupational therapy
manager at Resurrection Medical
Center, Chicago, IL.
0 Dale Cutler, BS '68, was named
principal of Napoleon middle school,
Brooklyn, MI.
0 Daniel Dannis, BM '68, MA '75,
was named band director for Decatur
High School, Decatur, MI.
• John Goniea, BBA '68, MA '70,
Ed.S. '79, was named principal of the
Lindemann Elementary School, Allen Park, MI.
0 David Llewellyn, BBA '68, in
January was appointed vice president
and deposit operations manager in
the Southwest Operations Division of
First of America Computer Services,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Tom Otaman, BBA '68, is an
agent for Farm Bureau Insurance,
Vicksburg, MI.
• Andrew M. Sachs, BS '68, in
January was appointed guidance
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counselor at Fair Lawn High School,
Fair Lawn, NJ.
0 Jack Wismer, BBA '68, MA '70,
is executive director of corporate and
commun ity develop ment at Lake
Michigan College, Benton Thwnship,
MI.
0 Richard Gibson, BA '69, was recently named director of organizing
for the National 'lreasury Employee's
Union, Alexandria, VA.
0 Julie Coup Hackert, BA '69,
has been chosen director of reading
and gifted-and-talented programs at
Comstock Park Public Sc hools,
Kentwood, MI.
0 Susan Washburn Johnson, BA
'69, in December was named principal, Engle Elementary School, West
Bloomfield, MI.
0 Dean McBeth, MA '69, was selected superintendent of Delton Kellogg Schools, Hastings, MI.
0 Arnold Rustenholtz, BS '69, in
January was named sales coordinator
for Employment Group, Kalamazoo,
MI.

1970-1971
0 Margaret "Peg" Gawne-Mark,
BA '70, has been certified as a counselor for eating disorders, Calumet,
MI.
0 Bill Kirby, MA '70, Ed.D. '84, is
superintendent of Bellevue Community Schools, Bellevue, MI.
• Edward E. Kurt, BBA '70, in
January was named senior vice president of C&S Florida Corporation,
Palm Harbor, FL.
0 Gerald Kwiatkowski, BBA '70,
was named materials manager for
Aeroq uip Corporation's Sterling Division plant, Spring Arbor, MI.

Gerald Kwiatkowski

0 Douglas R. Powell, BA '70, MA
'71, a professor of child development

....--Alumni on Campus----------.
Far left: Luther R. Dease, left, M.A. '65, Ed. D.
'79, director of media, technology, and informa tion services at the Muskegon Area Intermediate
School District, was the featured speaker at the
third annual W E. B. DuBois Luncheon February
14. The luncheon recognizes African-Americans'
contributions to the University Among the other
luncheon speakers was Earl M. Washington,
assistant dean of the WMU College of Arts and
Sciences.
Top left: Dan Dorion, B.A. '86, returned to
campus April 7 to emcee this year 's Bronco
hockey banquet. Dorion, a right wing, is WMU's
all-time leading scorer. He was a 1986 Hobey
Baker runner-up as a college player, then went
on to play in the American Hockey League. He
spent last season in the Italian League A Division in Italy, where he scored forty goals in
twenty-eight games, despite fracturing his collarbone.
Middle left: Tony Kimbrough assisted football
coach AI Molde during spring training while on
campus taking classes toward his bachelor's
degree. Kimbrough is a quarterback with the
Ottawa Rough Riders in the Canadian Football
League. Kimbrough, the 1988 Mid-American
Conference player of the year, will be back at
WMU next winter to complete his degree. Last
season he played more than any other rookie
quarterback in Canada. Overall, he passed for
eleven touchdowns and more than 1,200 yards.
Bottom left: Several doctoral graduates of the
Department of Chemistry were on campus
recently to honor two department members who
retired this year. Retiring were Dr. J. Lindsley
" Lin" Foote, seated second from left, and Dr.
Jochanan Stenesh, seated third from left. With
them are, from left, (seated) Eric Coles, '71 , of
Glen Ellyn, Illinois, and Nisson Schechter. '70, of
East Setauket, New York; and (standing) Thomas
G. Wood, '76, of Morris Plains, New Jersey; John
Nappier, '83, of Plainwell; Fred Yein, '87 of
Portage; Philip Shen, '72, of Coral Springs,
Florida; John Philopoulos, '82, of Kalamazoo;
and Bruce Roe, '70, of Norman, Oklahoma.

and family studies, was presented
with the Best Thacher Award by Purdue University, West Lafayette, lN.
0 William Armitage, BS '71, was
named principal for Belmont Elementary School, Rockford, MI.
0 Ken Cooper, BS '71 , in January
had his second one-man art show in
the West Mid lands of Eng land.
Cooper teaches art at Manistee High
School, MI.
0 Michael Descheneau, BS '71, in
January was chosen police chief,
Vicksburg, MI.
0 Kathleen Parker Keelan , BA
'71, in January was named executive
vice president of the Battle Creek
Board of Realtors, Battle Creek, MI.
0 Patricia Burghardt Moreno,
BA '71, MA '89, was named principal
of Sunset Elementary School, Vicksburg, MI.
0 Lee Pankratz, '71, in December
was elected to serve on the Board of
Education for the Wayland Public
School District, Wayland, MI.
0 Lynn W. Robbins, MBA '71, has
been appointed associate dean of agriculture and home economics at
New Mexico State University at Las
Cruces, Las Cruces, NM_
0 Robert E. Sewick, BBA '71 , was
promoted to vice president/loan
manager at FMB-Lumberman's
Bank, Grand Haven, MI.

1972-1973
0 James DeKruyter, BBA '72, in
January was elected director of Michigan National Bank's local board of directors, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 R. David Eick, BBA '72, MA '73,
in February was promoted to executive vice president at Campbell-Mithun-Esty Advertising, Southfield,
MI.
0 Rosemary Ervine, BS '72, MA
'78, Ed.S. '84, was named principal
of Southwood Elementary School,
Grand Rapids, MI.
0 H. Kim Gildea, BBA '72, in Febf\lary was named broker/manager of
Crossroads Real Estate, Kalamazoo,
MI.
• Gary F. Goode , BBA '72, is a
member of the Research and Thchnology Institute of West Michigan's
1989-90 Board of Governors.
0 Marjorie Krumm , BA '72, was
appointed postmaster at Pelkie, MI.
• Mary E. Stacey, BS '72, is president and owner of The Stacey Group,
a temporary employment, direct-mail
services, and telemarketing firm,
Southfield, MI.
0 Mark Weseman, BS '72, has received the 1989 Jack Brewer Award of
Excellence in human resource development. Weseman is program manager for the training and management systems division of Oak Ridge
Associated Universities, Knoxville,
TN .
0 Warren A. Buckler, Jr. , BA '73,
in July was appointed attorney at
Headquarters, Air Force Logistics
Command, Wright-Patterson AFB,
OH. Buckler in October was promoted to major in the U.S. Army Reserve.
0 Annette Janofski, BS '73, MA
'89, in November received a Master
Thacher Award from the Battle Creek
Kiwanis Club, Battle Creek, MI.
0 Marilyn Muon Knol, BA '73, in
January was named second vice president of NBD Grand Rapids, Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 Richard J. Lacks, Jr., BBA '73,
is a member of the Research and
Technology Institute of West Michigan's 1989-90 Board of Governors.
0 Mike Paeth, B '73, is a physical
education teacher at Oehrli Elementary School, Montague, MI.
0 Patrick Skiba, BBA '73, was
named head of the thirteen-county
Northern Michigan District of the
March of Dimes. Skiba resides in Alpena, MI.
0 Donald G. Southwell, BA '73, in
December was named senior vice
president in charge of the District
Agencies Department of the Prudential Insurance Company, Bellaire, MI.
0 Rev. Robert P. Stover, BS '73,
was recently named pastor at St. Paul
United Methodist Church , Ludington, MI.
0 Dav id A. St yf, MA '73, was
named principal of North Godwin Elementary School, Grand Rapids, MI.
0 Patricia Lee Thomp son , BS
'73, in February was named director

of the Office of Adult Learning at
WM U, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Russell H. Tiller, Jr., BS '73,
was recently recognized as a "Mobay
Master" sales winner by the Mobay
Corporation, Bayer USA Company.
Tiller is the company's southern
Michigan sales representative.
0 Gary H. Waters, BBA '73, is a
manufacturing/materials management implementor for Johnson Controls' Automotive Systems Croup,
Lexington, KY.

-

Gary Waters

1974-1975
0 Jerry Blaisdell, BBA '74, in Jan-

uary was named vice president and
manager of the Funds Management
Department of First of America
Bank-Michigan, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Jose A. Infante , BA '74, was
promoted to senior vice president of
retail banking at FMB-Lumberman's
Bank, Grand Haven, MI.
0 Lloyd " Bud" Kraft, Jr., BS '74,
was named chief of the Barrier Free
Design Division of the Michigan Department of Labor, Lansing, MI.
0 Gloria Lewis, BA '74, MA '82,
was named assistant principa l at
Godwin Heights High School, Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 Dr. Todd Lilje, BS '74, has joined
the staffs of the Monroe County
Clinic and the Barnesville Hospital,
Woodsville, OH, as a family physician.
0 Ronald D. McDermed, BA '74,
is principal of Hilltop Elementary
School, Cedar Springs, MI.
0 Dawn Alexander Stewart, BA
' 74 , MA '88, in January was appointed instructor of developmental
English at Southwestern Michigan
College, Dowagiac, MI.
D Dennis Tansey, BS '74, is head
basketball coach at Edwardsburg
High School, St. Joseph, MI.
0 David VanderMolen, BS '74,
was selected for recognition in the
1990 Who:, Who in Manufacturing.
VanderMolen is an engineering specialist in the Engineering and Services Department of Dow Corning
Corporation, Elizabethtown, KY.
• Larry Wood , BS '74, was recently promoted to CADS manager
of the Air Force Packaging Evaluation Activity, Wright-Patterson AFB,
Dayton, OH.
0 Jan Yager, BFA '74, was selected
to participate in a major juried exhibition, sponsored by the Philadelphia
Museum of Art, Philadelphia, PA.
0 Kevin Barry, BS '75, is the writer
and producer of "Crossroads;' a series of rock radio specials syndicated
by The Global Satellite Network.
Barry resides in Sherman Oaks, CA.
0 Eugene Bonynge, MA '75, a licensed psychologist, recently joined
the staff at West Central Community
Services Center, Willmar, MN.
0 Douglas Brady, BS '75, in February was named administrative associate at Plante & Moran, Southfield,
MI.

-

-.
Douglas Brady

0 Joseph Choma, B '75, was recently promoted to vice president
and general manager of Technical
Services at ComSpec, Southfield, MI.
0 Sandy David Lauritzen, BS '75,
MA '83, was recently named principal
of Rogers Lane Elementary School,
Wyoming, MI.
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0 William L. Martin, MA '75, is
vice president for development at
Carroll College, Waukesha, WI.
0 Karla R. Spaulding, BA '75, was
appointed chief of the U.S. Attorney
General's Office Drug Trafficking
Section, Middle District of Florida,
Tampa, FL.

1976-1977
0 Robert Abramowitz, MSA '76,
a certified public accountant, joined
the firm of Tans & McAfee, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Dr. Frederick W. Born IV, BSM
'76, in October joined Doctors Hospital and opened a professional practice in association with Dr. David
Munro, Jackson, MI.
0 Thomas Carnegie, BS '76, in
February was named director of the
Catholic Social Services of Kent
County, MI.
• Gary Gunia, BS '76, in January
was promoted to regional sales manager at Engineered Packaging Systems, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Karen Koelling Hudson, MA
'76, in September was named counselor for Three Rivers High School,
Three Rivers, MI.
0 Robert P. Humphrey, ESE '76,
in February assumed responsibility
for manufacturing at Humphrey
Products Company, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 James G. Williams, BBA '76, is
vice president and lending manager
for the Great Lakes Bancorp Northern Michigan region, Traverse City,
MI.
0 Ann Gieseler Bryan, MSL '77,
was named elementary library-media
specialist for the Marshall Public
Schools, Marshall, MI.
D James Cooper, MA '77, is principal of Hopkins Public Schools,
Hopkins, MI.
0 Bruce Haveman, MSA '77, has
been appointed treasurer, secretary,
and member of the board of directors
at Attwood Corporation, Subsidiary
Steelcase, Lowell, MI.
0 Angela Pasula, BA '77, was

• Denotes WMU Alumni
Association members.
D Denotes association
nonmembers.

named chief assistant for the county
prosecutor, Berrien County, MI.
0 Marc Stewart, BS '77, was
named District Health Department
No. 2 sanitarian, Oscoda County, MI.

1978-1979
0 Linda Steffes Belknap, MA '78,
has retired from the Michigan Association for Adult and Continuing Education Board of Directors, Lansing,
MI.
0 Jeffrey S. Bull, BBA '78, is national sales manager for Protective
TI-eatments, Dayton, OH.
0 Kenneth Clark, BBA '78, MBA
'86, in December was named controller of The CSM Croup, Kalamazoo,
MI.

Kenneth Clark

0 Dr. Gary L. Doublestein, BSM
'78, in September will open an obstetrics practice in Grand Haven, MI.
0 Ann Hazen Mattea, BS '78, MA
'81, received the Classroom Teacher
Award, Olivet, MI.
D Carolyn Molhoek, BS '78, MA
'82, in January was appointed special
needs coordinator/counse lor at
Southwestern Michigan College, Dowagiac, MI.
D Dr. Marla Price, B '78, recently
opened an ophthalmology practice,
Southpointe Ophthalmology Associates, P.C ., in Trenton, MI.
D Jim White, BBA '79, is control-
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More graduates become life members of the WMU Alumni Association
Grace (Lundy) Auer, B.A. '39, lillverse City
Herbert Auer, B.S. '40, lillverse City
Lee F. Bahlman, B.B.A. '85, Grand Rapids
Pamala (Huber) Bahlman, B.S. '85, Grand Rapids
Doria (Cordier) Bradlay, B.S. '45, Pittsburg, Kansas
Robert E. Bradlay, B.S. '51, M.A. '55, Pittsburg, Kansas
Joseph M. Brady, B.S. '82, Roselle, N- Jersey
Gladys (Weberg), B.S. '43, and Louis Caron, Kalamazoo
Stuart F. Carver, B.A. '61, Livonia
Kay M. (Cunningham) Chapman, Friend, Kalamazoo
W. Ward Christlieb, M.A. '41, A.A. '46, Kalamazoo
Ceorla (Wickware) Coates, S.C. '49, Cambridge,
Massachusettes
Thomas Coates, B.A. '77, Cambridge, Massachusettes
Horace Coleman, Sr., B.S. '43, Detroit
Stephen, B.B.A. '88, and Pamula Contos, Mishawaka,
Indiana
Lisa J. Cooper, B.B.A, '86, Detroit
Kathy L. (Montgomery) Cullay, B.S. '81, Sunnyvale,
California
Kay (Lynch) Day, B.A. '49, Southfield
Susan M. (Babcock) Deprez, B.S. '83, Simi Vallay,
California
Tina (Ruggirello) Dixon, B. B.A. '84, Utica
Linnea E. (Harvay) Eber, B.S. '38, Mt. Pleasant
Woodrow J. Eber, B.S. '37, Mt. Pleasant
Clarence D. Esseltlne, B.S. '64, M.A. '70, Kalamazoo
Peter EHenberg, B.A. '69, Worcheater, MasaachuseHes
Jennifer Findley, B.S. '89, Livonia
Lauee (Smith) Fitch, B.A. '38, Tarpon Springs, Florida
James R. Frisbie, B.A. '35, Cadillac
Donald W. Frye, B.S. '65, Port Huron
Lorna M. (Sibaon) Gibson, B.A. '49, Plainwell

ler for Damone/Andrew, Troy, MI.
D Alvin Wood, BBA '79, has been
named dean of students at Kettering
High School, Detroit, MI.

1980-1981
0 Pat Kirkland Betwee, BA '80, is
a part-time copy editor on the university copy desk for the Kalamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Nanette Stevens Williams, BS
'80, in February was named director
of finance and operations at Scott,
Doerschler, Messner and Gauntlett,
Kalamazoo, MI.
D Rick Burkhardt, BS '81, was appointed local sales manager, WWJ/
WJOI, Detroit, MI.
D Dr. David Engel, BS '81, has
joined the medical practice of the
Middleville Doctors, Middleville, MI.
D Charles Foor, BS '81, was chosen to serve on the scholarship committee for the Ingham County CloseUp Foundation.
D Maureen M. Knapp, BA '81, in
February was named vice president
for corporate development of Hill and
Knowlton, New York.
D Elisabeth E. Schultz, BS '81,
was selected for Whos Who Among
Students in American Universities
and Colleges. Schultz is a senior stu-

dent physician at Thxas College of Osteopathic Medicine, Fort Worth, TX.

1982-1983
D Paul Sanderson, BS '82, is an
in-house designer for Giorgio Beverly
Hills, Santa Monica, CA.
D Thomas K. Shannon, ESE '82,
in February was named quality control supervisor at Westvaco, Covington, VA.
D Brian Ameel, BS '83, is a substance abuse therapist at Human Aid,
Clare County, MI.
0 Dale Blanchard, BM '83, was
named business manager at Gene
Moon Buick-Pontiac, Paw Paw, MI.
D Larry J. Bruinin, BBA '83, in
January was named manager of the
Western Michigan 'Territory for Pillsbury Chemical & Oil, Grand Rapids,
MI.
D Jeffrey Cable, B '83, MA '86,
was named principal of Springfield
Middle School, Battle Creek, MI.
D Roger DeHoek, BBA '83, has
joined the staff at American Acquest,
Wyoming, MI.
D Jeffrey R. Gussert, MBA '83,
was named department manager/lab
services at Dickinson County Hospital, Iron Mountain, MI.
• Birgit Klohs, BBA '83, is a member of the Research and Technology
Institute of West Michigan's 1989-90
Board of Governors.
D Peter M. Matchinsky, MSW '83,
was appointed executive director of
the Catholic Human Development
Office, Grandville, MI.
0 Sandra Stemm, BS '83. is teaching special education at River Valley
Middle School, Three Oaks, MI.
0 Michael J. Wilt, BBA '83, in October was named vice president and

Fred P. Glennie, B.S. '50, Annapolis, Maryland
Linda (Blasi) Gonclar, B.A. '69, Glen Ellyn, Illinois
Esther (Peterson) Hall, B.S. '38, Parchment
Bertha (Guenther) Halnon, B.A. '44, Alexandria, VIrginia
William L. Halnon, B.A. ' 41, Alexandria, VIrginia
Rick A. Hamill, B.B.A. '75, Highland
Gerrard W. Haworth, B.A. '37, Holland
Theodore R. Hunkins, B.A. '40, Burr Oak
Mary Ida (Austin) Hunt, B.S. '40, M.A. '65, Richland
John H. Judson, Jr., B.S.'50, Van Nuys, California
James C. Kause, B.S. '84, Mt. Prospect, Illinois
Albert J. Keegan, B.A. '47, Rialto, California
Jonathan C. Kerr, B.S.E. '82, Loveland, Ohio
Howard W. Kortes, B.S., '42, Hot Springs VIllage, Arizona
Guy A. Leversee, B.S. '43, M.A. '55, Kendall
Patricia A. (Grauman) Leversee, B.S. '65, Kendall
Ella (Lausman) Lillie, B.A. '33, Arcadia, California
George Malerhauser, B.B.A. '82, Kailua, Hawaii
Beulah (Carpenter) McKee, B.S. '34, Parchment
John L., B.A. '69, and Kathleen Miles, Richmond
Gerald Millsap, B.B.A. '62, Park Ridge, Illinois
Margaret (Mahonay) Oudaema, B.S. '43, Kalamazoo
Robert N. Oudsema, B.A. '46, Kalamazoo
Mary B. (Chernosky) Owczarzak, B.S. '82, Madison
Heights
Harriet M. (Schmid) Powell, M.A. '69, Como, Colorado
Diane (Reazka) Rench, B.S. '78, Augusta
Leo L. Rench, B. B.A. '76, Augusta
Louie G. Rlzzardl, B.A. '48, MarlenHe, Wisconsin
Barbara (Bachelder) Ruehl, B.S. '42, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin
Milton P. Ruehl, B.A. ' 39, Milwaukee
Louis M. (Hervey) Rustelka, B.S. '45, Castro Valley,
California

general manager of the overhead
door division at Detroit Door and
Hardware Company, Detroit, MI.

1984-1985
0 Robert W. Barber, MBA '84, was
appointed administrator with Vascular Specialists, P.C., Kalamazoo, MI.
• Christopher L. Hurlbutt, BBA
'84, has been promoted to account
manager at General Dynamics, Fort
Worth, TX.
D Richard Oberle, MPA '84, has
been named vice president for economic development for Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, Lansing, MI.
D David R. VanderPloeg, BBA
'84, was promoted to assistant vice
president of the FMB-Lumberman's
Bank, Grand Haven, MI.
0 Christopher E. Arkell, BS '85,
was appointed account executive at
Kane and Kane, Birmingham, MI.
0 Martha A. Baker, BS '85, was
named Wellness Coordinator at
Three Rivers Area Hospital, Three
Rivers, MI.
0 Jack L. Giarmo, BBA '85, was
named manager of the North Monroe
branch, Security Bank of Monroe,
Monroe, MI.
0 Frank Guglielmi, BS '85, in
February was named account executive for Casey Communications Management, Southfield, MI.

Frank Guglielmi

0 Margery ·Moulin Henriott,

BSW '85, MSW '87, opened a private

counseling practice in May 1989 in
Milan, MI.
0 Michael B. McCiardy, BS '85,
has been appointed supervisor of financial information systems at the
Kalamazoo Public Schools, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Keith E. Mitchell, MA '85, has
been appointed personnel services
manager of the Ohio Power Company, Canton, OH.
0 Elaine Jason Naegele, MA '85,
has been appointed to exercise physiologist at the Heart Institute of Michigan, Jackson, MI.
D Jane Parikh Walter, BA '85, is a
reporter for the Kalamazoo Gazette,
Kalamazoo, MI.
D Dana Davis Perry, BS '85, is a
teacher in the pre-primary impaired
classroom at Lake Center Elementary School, Portage, MI.
D Victoria Pfauth, MA '85, has
been appointed junior and senior
high school principal for the Galien
Public Schools, Galien, MI.

D Bruce Schulz, MA '85, is coowner of the recently opened Celebration Gardens Organic Vegetable
Farm, Kalamazoo, MI.

1986

Walter K. Scheibner, M.A. '59, Klllamazoo
Helen (Hincklay) Schnarr, B.A. '35, Lanalng
Kurt, B.B.A. '78, and Cynthia (Nemock) Schreiber,
Dearborn
Allen C. Seabolt, B.S. '64, M.A. '69, Klllamazoo
Phyllis (Aah) Seabolt, B.S. '47, M.A. '62, Klllamazoo
Eugene H. Selden, B.A. '51, Bay City
Dorothy (McMillan) Semrau, B.A. '49, Armada
Roger P. Semrau, B.S. '50, Armada
Gilbert A. Sherman, '90, East Lansing
Karen Sherman, '90, East Lansing
Raymond V., B.A., '33, and Dorothy Shoberg, Big Raplda
Martin J. Simon, M.A. '77, Lanalng
Lawton K. Smith, B.A. '39, TC '48, Mackinaw City
Mary W. (Story) Smith, T.C. '31, Phoenix, Arizona
Roseanna (Nemreva) Smith, B.A. '39, Mackinaw City
Marion (Patrick) Soper, B.A. '36, Buchanan
Henry E. Stallings, B.S . '74, Detroit
Alton W. Stimson, B.A. '34, Kalamazoo
Alvena (Mulder) Stimson, B.S. '62, Kalamazoo
Dorothy (Wertenberg) Trommel, B.S. '43, Mll-ukee,
Wlaconaln
Spencer VanValkenburgh, B.S. '39, VIcksburg
Christopher T. Welborn, B.B.A. '81, Kalamazoo
Jere H. Whltelay, B. B.A. ' 72, Portage
VIctor Wier, B.S. '48, St. Joseph
Nancy R. Wilcox, B. B.A., '67 M.S. '72, Boynton Beach,
Florida
Janeth (Berry) Williamson, B.A. '51, Hot Springs VIllage,
Arkansas
John F. Young, B.S.E. '83, Kent, Washington
Keith A. Zeklnd , B. B.A. '85, Chicago, Illinois

0 Timothy Murphy, BA '86, in
January was selected co-host for the
WIOG-FM "Morning Zoo" radio
show, Saginaw, MI.
D Christopher S. Olson, BS '86,
has been named city manager for
Bad Axe, MI.
D Amy Olds Plowman, BFA '86, is
an adjunct professor of dance at
Grand Valley State University, Allendale, MI.
D Mark Pratt, BBA '86, has been
appointed sales manager for Adams
Outdoor Advertising, Kalamazoo,
MI.
0 Laurence Raab, BS '86, IS an account representative for Stone, August, Baker Public Relations, Troy,
MI.
D Geoff Rettig, BS '86, has been
appointed assistant prosecutor for
Presque Isle County, MI.
0 John Schlinker, BA '86, in January was sworn in as a member of the
Michigan Bar Association in Flint,
MI.
D Daniel Schroeder, MA '86, is
now pursuing a Ph.D. in psychology
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
0 Mark VanderPloeg, BS '86, is
township planner for Caledonia, MI.
D Nedra Zielinski, B '86, has
been appointed to assistant art director at Beardsley and Company, Kalamazoo, MI.

0 David J. Aiello, MA '86, was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant (Junior Grade) in the United States Naval Reserve, Buffalo, NY.
D Thomas M. Beck, ESE '86, recently joined Florida Power & Light
as a senior reactor operator at the
Thrkey Point Nuclear Power Plant,
Miami, FL.
• Robert Bischoff, BA '86, was recently employed by the Chicago offices of the Internal Revenue Service,
Employee Plans and Exempt Organizations Division, Chicago, IL.
0 Timothy Chaddock, MSW '86,
is now a counselor at the Southwestem Medical Clinic, Stevensville, MI.
0 Matthew R. Cooper, BS '86, recently passed the bar examination
and was inducted into the Michigan
Bar Association. He is a law clerk for
Kalamazoo County, MI.
D Darlene Crocker Freeman, MA
'86, has been appointed to the administrative staff of Southwestern
Michigan College, Dowagiac, MI, as a
counselor for financial aid and placement.
D Laura Culver, BA '86, has been
appointed community relations coordinator for Battle Creek Adventist 1987
Hospital, Battle Creek, MI.
D Jeanne M. Depman, BA '86, is D Joyce Otterson Best, MA '87, in
director of operations for Sybervision December was named training specialist for the Pinellas County governGolf Schools, San Francisco, CA.
D Lori Morris Disser, BBA '86, ment, Clearwater, FL.
has been appointed to commercial 0 James Castellano, B E '87, reaccount officer and assistant vice cently returned from a year in Enpresident for Michigan National gland as an engineering liaison for
Ford Motor Company. He is a superviBank, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Thomas C. Fritz, BBA '86, has sor in product engineering for Ford,
joined the finance and accounting Westland, MI.
department of the W. K. Kellogg D Dawn Delaney, MA '87, Ph.D.
'89, has been accepted as a postdocFoundation, Battle Creek, MI.
• Julie Harris, BS '86, is a senior toral fellow at the University of Verconsultant with Andersen Consult- mont, Burlington, VT.
ing, a division of Arthur Andersen & D Kent T. Depuydt, BBA '87, has
Company, Chicago, IL.
been promoted to field systems man0 Vicki Holland, BBA '86, was re- ager for Zimpro/Pas avant, Rothscently promoted to sales accounting child, WI.
supervisor for Meijer, Grand Rapids, D Annette Fox-Kruger, BS "87,
MI.
was married October 14. She is workD Suzanne Jansiewicz·Gust, ing for the James River Corporation
BBA '86, was recently appointed to as a graphics/quality manager, Kensupervisor of corporate administra- dallville, IN.
tion for Nissan Research and Devel- D Kevin Harrison, BS '87, is now a
designer for Contract Interiors, Deopment, Farmington Hills, MI.
D Robert J. Krist, MPA '86, was troit, MI.
named police chief and director of D James H. Hettinger, Jr., BBA
public safety in Lapeer, MI.
'87, was appointed branch manager
0 Blaine Koops, MPA '86, has of the Washington Square Office of
been promoted to lieutenant and Comerica Bank, Kalamazoo, MI.
named commander of the services di- 0 Rande Horn, MA '87, in July was
vision for the Holland Police Depart- named assistant principal for Waverly
High School, Waverly, MI.
ment, Holland, MI.
0 David Langlois, BS '86, in Janu- 0 Randy Kline, BBA '87, has been
ary was named director of radiology appointed staff accountant at Robert
at Battle Creek Health System, Battle A. McLellan, C.P.A., Three Rivers,
Creek, MI.
MI.
D David M. Morrissett, MBA '86, D Kathy Kurina, BS '87. has been
was appointed senior vice president named kindergarten teacher at t.
of The State Bank of Coloma, Col- Joseph Catholic School, St. Joseph,
MI.
oma, MI.

• Elizabeth A. Lepper, BS '87,
has joined Florists' Transworld Deliver Association (FTD), Southfield,
MI, as a public relations coordinator.
0 Scott McGraw, BA '87, has been
named general manager of the Com-

mercial-News and Penny

aver,

Three Rivers, MI.
D Brian M. Plaska, BS '87, in September was promoted to senior convention manager, Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, MI.
D Tracy A. Podolan, BS '87, has
joined KMH Design as a business deve lo pm ent acco un t e xecutive,
Ceresco, MI.
Chuck chira, MA ' 7, Ed. .
'88, is now an itinerant school psychologist at Portage Public hools,
Portage, MI.
D John R. Shoup, BBA '87, has
been promoted to senior tax consultant for Deloitte Touche , Grand
Rapids, MI.
D Kelly Krieger Siriano, BS '87, is
now manager for Lakecrest Towers
Apartments, South Haven, MI.
0 Scott D. Spencer, MSA '87, is a
corporate cost accountant for ITM
Corporation, Grand Rapids, MI.
D Nancy Treece Thompson,
M W '87, in January was appointed
therapist with Alternative Counseling
and Consulting Center, Niles, MI.
D Michael Volpe, BBA '87, in ptemberwas named regi9nal credit administrator of U.S. Auto Glass, Chicago, IL.
D Lyle Whitney, MBA '87, has recently been promoted to second vice
president of United Bank, Wayland,
MI.
D Katherine Bedunah Winchell,
BA '87, is weekend editor of the Battle Creek Enquirer, Battle Creek, MI.

1988
D Deborah Dean, BM "88, was ap-

pointed band director at and Creek
High School, and Creek, MI.
• Steven L. Anderson, BBA '88,
is now a sales and service representative for Strauss Veal, North Manchester, IN.
D Jan Baal , MA '88, has been
named principal of Parkside Elementary chool, Rockford, MI.
D Patricia Ritter Barth, BA '88,
has been appointed Job Training
Partnership Act coordinator for Davenport College, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Jeff Beuving, BS '88, has been
appointed creative engineer for Robins and Associates, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Pam Evans Bonham, MA '88, is
now a resource room teacher at Way! Elementary School, Portag , MI.
D Lesia Borszcz, M A ' , has
opened an accounting service, LMB
Accounting, inCa opolis, MI.
D David T. Brew, B · 8, has been
named technical ass istant for th e
Mead Publishing Paper Divi ion, E canaba, MI.
• Sherrill S. Coady, BBA ' , is
now a computer system repr sentative for Michigan Health Care etwork, Kalamazoo, MI.

the Westerner, June 1990

C Dan Coddens, BS '88, is teaching classes in seventh grade computers, eighth grade U.S. History,
and psychology at Evart High School,
Evart, MI.
0 Dwane A. Coffey, BS '88, is now
a soil conservationist with the USDA
oil Conservation Service, Fremont,
MI.
• Stephen P. Contos, BBA '88, is
now a cost accountant for Elco Thermoplastics, Mishawaka, IN.
0 Christina DeNicolo-Passos, BA
'88, is now in Ecuador serving as a
Peace Corps public health extensionisl

0 Christopher DeRose, MPA '88,
has been appointed deputy director
for budget and legislation with the
Department of Management and
Budget, Lansing, MI.
0 Ann M. Doman, 8 '88, is now a
placement coordinator for Adult Career Thaining, Southfield, MI.
0 Marcia Eaton, MA '88, has been
promoted to coordinator of the innovative kindergarten program for the
Zeeland Public Schools, Zeeland,
MI.
0 Renae M. Ebert, BBA '88, is now
an accountant for Golder Associates,
Atlanta, GA.
• Thdd M. Eicher, BBA '88, is now
a sales representative for American
Home Foods, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Kendra Falk, BS '88, has been
appointed as an elementary special
education teacher for the Marcellus
Public Schools, Marcellus, MI.
• Daniel W. Flanagan, BBA '88,
is now an account executive for MCI
Telecommunications Corporation,
Detroit, MI.
• Stanley F. Fugiel, BBA '88, was
recently named financial analyst at
Harris Bank and Thust Company,
Chicago, IL.
• Jeffrey A. Glogovsky, B '88, is
now a golf professional in Barrington,
IL.

• Jacqueline M. Haskins, BA '88,
is residence hall director and judicial
coordinator for Olivet College, Olivet,
MI.
0 Sherry Janeschek, BBA '88, is
employed with Zenith Data Systems
in the Federal Contract Analysis Department, St. Joseph, MI.
• Stephanie Ann Johnson, BBA
'88, is a sales assistant for hearson
Lehman Hutton, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Anthony Jones, B '88, in July
was appointed campaign division director for the United Way of Kent
County, Grand Rapids, MI.
C Sheryl Kiel, BA '8 , has joined
the staff at Mid-America Consultants,
Kalamazoo, MI.
C Douglas J. Kiersey, BBA '88,
has been promoted to assistant manager at Giant Family Center, Thaverse
City, MI.
0 Bill Klinesteker, B '88, is now a
ftrstgrade teacher at Waylee Elementary chool, Portage, MI.
0 Cynthia Smoak Lee, MA '88,
has been named assistant principal of
Central High chool. Kalamazoo,
MI.
• Matthew J. Majoros, BBA '88, is
now an accountant for Deloitte
Touche, Chicago, IL.
0 Clayton Maoduch-Pitzer, !>l W
'88, has been appointed as social
worker for the Cedar prings Public
hool , Cedar Springs, MI.
0 Carla R. Messer, BA '88, has
been appointed vice president of
marketing and communications at
Creative Concepts Group, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Kathryn Miller, B · 8, is now
an occupational therapist for Rehabilitation Specialists. he was married October 7 to David atzke who is
also a WMU graduate.
C Beth Miller, MA '88, is now a
speech-language pathologist with
outh 1etropolitan Association ,
Flossmoor, IL.
0 David Moyle, B ' 8, has
opened a martial arts chool named
Delta County Budokan in E canaba,
MI.
• John P. Murphy, BS '88, is now a
seed marketing representative for
Countrymart, Deleware, OH.
0 Lynne Norris, B '88, is now
teaching second grade at Central Elementary School, Portage, .MI.
• Douglas W. Norton, BBA '88, is
now a production representative for
Information Resources, Chicago, IL.
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now an equalization appraiser for
Oakland County in Pontiac, MI.
0 Tammy L. Miller, BBA '89, is account manager at Focus Dynamics,
Mt. Clemens, MI.
• Dan Mowry, BS '89, is now
teaching fifth grade at Waylee Elementary School, Portage, MI.
0 Ron Olmsted, BS '89, is now
teaching third grade in the Union
City Schools, Union City, MI.
• William Rix, BS '89, has been
appointed systems and software specialist at SSG Laserworks, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Victoria Rolfe, BS '89, is now
teaching in the Constantine Public
Schools, Constantine, MI.
0 Linda Darleen Scheuer, BBA
'89, is a programmer/analyst for the
Michigan National Corporation,
Electronics Systems and Operations
Division, Lansing, MI.
0 Jeffery R. Springborn, BBA
'89, in October accepted a position
with Coopers Lybrand, Chicago, IL.
• Kimberly A. Tobias, BBA '89,
has joined the audit staff of Plante
and Moran, Mount Clemens, MI.
0 Lori Smitley Vaccaro, BS '89, is
now teaching third grade in the
Union City Schools, Union City, MI.
• Nancy E. Wilson, BBA '89, is a
broadcast assistant for the Leo
Burnett Company, the largest advertising agency in Chicago, IL.

• Susan L. Pesamoska, BS '88, is
now a high school mathematics
teacher for the Rochester Community Schools, Rochester, MI.
0 Margaret Silva-Mohler Potts,
BS '88, is migrant education home/
school liaison for Western School
District, Parma, MI. Potts was recently elected to the National Association of Human Rights Workers
Board of Directors.
0 Tamara Rix, BBA '88, has been
named video production coordinator
for The Kalamazoo Writing and
Video Company, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Theresa Sanchez, BS '88, has
been appointed account executive at
Biggs/Gilmore Associates, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Paul Schlottman, BM '88, has
been named band director at Atlanta
Community Schools, Atlanta, MI.
0 Steven Scoville, BS '88, has
been named circulation promotion
director for the Hillsdale Daily News,
Hillsdale, MI.
0 Sandra Stafford, BA '88, is a
part-time copy editor on the university desk for the Kalamazoo Gazette,
Kalamazoo, MI.
• James J. Subnell, BS '88, has
been promoted to pharmaceutical
manufacturing information specialist
at the Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo,
MI.
0 Christopher Sisson, BS '88, and
his wife are beginning two-year Mennonite Central Committee assignments. He will be working in adult education and computer development
for HOMES, Neon, KY.
0 Jeffrey A. Snyders, BBA '88, is
now a financial consultant for Merrill
Lynch, Oak Brook, IL.
0 Sue De Young Sweet, BS '88,
has been named sixth grade teacher
at St. Joseph Catholic School, St. Joseph, MI.
• Mark Tisch, BBA '88, is now
working as a credit analyst with ITT
Commercial Finance, Anaheim, CA.
• Bea Ullrich, Ed.D. '88, is principal of Armada Middle School, Armada, MI.
0 Steven VanDam, BS '88, is now
an art teacher at Sebring High
School, Sebring, FL.
0 Cindy Frost Watson, BA '88, is
now teaching second grade in the
Union City Schools, Union City, MI.
0 Cristine Baker Wiles, BS '88, is
now a seventh grade teacher at Decatur High School, Decatur, MI.
• David B. Wojick, BBA '88, has
been appointed sales associate with
Prudential Real Estate, Aurora, IL.
0 Stacie L. Wyman, BS '88, is now
a second grade teacher for the Collier
County Public Schools, Marco Island, FL.

0 Lisalynne Kanoza, BS '89, in
December was appointed regional director of the Southwest Region of the
Easter Seal Society of Michigan, Battle Creek, MI.
• Michael C. Kasenow, MS '89,
has been appointed assistant professor in the Department of Geography
and Geology at Eastern Michigan
University, Ypsilanti, MI.
0 Melissa L. Keirns, BA '89, in
January was named information systems administrator for Leap Technologies, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 2nd Lt. Dale R. Kruse, BS '89,
was commissioned to his present
rank in the Marine Corps upon graduati on from Officer Candidate
School, Norfolk, VA.
0 Linda Lee, BA '89, is now teaching language arts at Coloma Junior
High School, Coloma, MI.
• Pam Eby McCoy, BS '89, was recently married and is teaching English and music at Grace Christian
School, Watervliet, MI.
• Kendra E. McDonald, '89, is

1989

Elizabeth Sindecuse dies in Florida

0 John Archambeault, BSM '89,
has joined the staff of Community
Health Center, Grand Rapids, MI, as
a physician assistant.
0 Marci M. Bird, BA '89, has accepted a job with the Japanese government and is teaching English to
junior high school students in Kusatsu, Japan.
0 Holly Boertman, BS '89, has
been appointed special education instructor for the Saugatuck Public
Schools, Saugatuck, MI.
0 Roger P. Borton, BBA '89, has
joined Plante & Moran as a member
of the audit staff, Mount Clemens,
MI.
0 Ann-Maria Burlingame, BA
'89, i now employed with the U.S.
Department of Interior, Washington,
D.C.
0 Amy Boden Druskovich, BA
'89, has accepted a position with the
Southwestern Michigan College Museum, Dowagiac, MI.
0 Ann Farley, BA '89, has been
named marketing coordinator at BEl
Associates, Detroit, MI.
0 Patricia Gillum, BA '89, has
joined the editorial staff of the Ludington Daily ews, Ludington, MI.
0 Julia Ann Goodall, BA '89, in
December joined the staff of Stockton Office Systems, Grand Blanc, MI.
0 Mary M. Guy, BBA '89, has been
named sales consultant for Procter &
Gamble, Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN .
0 Paul J. Heidbreder, BA '89, has
taken a position on the Saginaw
ews, Blissfield, MI.

• Denotes WMU Alumni
Association members.
0 Denotes association
nonmembers.

Deaths
Dave Goldbaum, a former student,
died January 1 in Benton Harbor, MI.

1910 -1949
M. Blanche Harsha, TC '15, died
July 6, 1989, in Vicksburg, MI.
Corienne Pitcher Lindberg, TC
'20, died August 1 in Ludington, MI.
Harriett VanAntwerp Syrcher,
TC '20, BA '31, died October 23 in St.
Petersburg, FL.
Beatrice Wilson Bigelow, TC
'21, died January 17 in Portage, MI.
Francis Fern Dewey, TC '21, died
February 3 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Mildred VanEvery Paxton, TC
'22, died January 14 in Williston, NY.
Louis Edmunds Andrus, TC '23,
died in February in Kalamazoo, MI.
Bernadine Champion Cain, BS
'23, died January 20 in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Christine Lung Zuidema, TC
'23, died January 25 in Kalamazoo,
MI.

Marjorie Rynbrandt Bradshaw,

TC '24, died October 7 in Hudson-

ville, MI.
Annie Sibley Drake, TC '24, BA
'31, died November 30 in Falls
Church, VA.
Evelyn Wright Rice, TC '24, BA
'26, died December 7 in Ann Arbor,
MI.
Leah A. Brown, TC '25, BS '47,
died January 19 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Wren E. Chadderdon, TC '25, BS
'36, died December 17 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Ruth Conrad Luttrull, TC '25,
died August 28 in Lakewood, CO.
William H. Vande Water, BA '25,
died December 8 in Holland, MI.
Ruth McPeck Brant, TC '29, died
January 6 in Novi, MI.
Henry Ford, TC '26, died January
12 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Margaret 'fruitt Young Garvin,
TC '26, BS '42, died November 24 in
Muskegon, MI.
Fleda A Nevins, TC '27, died December 9 in Grand Haven.
Carl A. Peterson, BA '27, died
December 18 in Lansing, MI.

Elizabeth M. (Moore) Sindecuse, T.C. '32, B.A. '33, died April14 in Sarasota,
FL. Aformer Gull Lake, MI, resident, Sindecuse and her husband Gordon contributed $1 million to WMU in 1986. At the time it was given it was the largest
single gift in the history of WMU. In appreciation
for the gift, the University's health center was rededicated in the couple's names.
The Sindecuses, who moved to Sun City, FL, in
1985, were founding members of St. Timothy's
Episcopal Church in Gull Lake. Elizabeth earned
the Gold Bishops Cross for her work with the
church, was an active member of the Episcopal
Diocese of Western Michigan, and was one of the
organizers of the Ladies of the Lake, a social group
that awarded nursing scholarships and bought and
donated life-saving equipment.

Sindecuse

'Oldest' graduate dead at ninety-three
Lina T. Marshall, B.A. '81, died February 12 in
Washington, D.C. Marshall, a Benton Harbor native, earned her bachelor's degree from WMU at
the age of ~ighty-five. At the time this was the oldest
age at which a WMU student has ever received a degree. Marshall enrolled at the University as a sophomore in 1979. She had graduated from Lake Michigan Community College in 1948.
In 1963 at age sixty-seven, she retired as a night
housekeeper at a Detroit hotel. Eleven years later
she retired again, this time from a position as a
teacher's aide at Columbus School in Benton Harbor.
Marshall
Marshall, a former Michigan Mother of the Year,
was a member of the St. Joseph alumnae chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, which
established a scholarship in her honor after she moved to Washington, D.C.

Thomas F.
Briscoe,
B.S. '37,
seated right,
was one of
four people
to receive
the Detroit
Urban
League's
1990 Distinguished Warrior Award.
The award is
presented
annually to
individuals
for their outstanding contribution to
civil rights. Briscoe of Detroit has taught special education
students at a Detroit elementary school and upon his
retirement in 1976, was an administrator in the Detroit Public
Schools. He received his license to officiate boxing matches in
1942 and at various times during the ensuing yea!S, shared
the ring with such boxing greats as Joe Louis, Muhammad Ali,
Joe Frazier, Sonny Liston, and Thomas Hearns. Among those
joining Bnscoe for the league's Salute to Wsrrio!S dinner March
22 were, from left, (seated) Briscoe's daughter Carolyn, B.S.
'66; and (standing) Michigan Supreme Court Justice Dennis
Archer, B.S. '65; WMU Board of 'Ti'ustees Chairpe!Son Geneva
J. Williams; and WMU President Diether H. Haenicke.

Mabell Link Fuller, TC '28, BS
'56, died October 16 in Battle Creek,

IN.

Eugene E. Boyd, BA '52, died December 26 in Flint, MI.
H. Martin Cripps, BA '55, died
June 6, 1989 in Boca Raton, FL.
Nancy Fair Grant, BS '55, died
November 8 in Sturgis, MI.
David L. Towns, BS '56, died November 29 in Battle Creek, MI.
Wilma Pascoe Bidwell, BS '57,
died November 29 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Phyllis Anderson Northey, BS
'57, died December 10 in Davenport,

1950-1989

Wesley Phillips, BS '58, died January 11 in DelRay Beach, FL.
Donald Braendle, BA '59, died
July 17, 1989, in Grand Rapids, MI.
Sarah Azlin Gerts, SC '59, MA
'60, died December 31 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Evangeline Bowles Martin, BS
'59, died December 27 in Allegan,
MI.
Keith A. Ross, BS '61, MA '67,
died January 16 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Jeanne Hall Algee, BS '64, died
in 1988, Belding, MI, it was recently
learned.
Larry A. Landstra, BS '64, MA
'69, died July 2, 1989, in Battle
Creek, MI.
Daniel D. Chesla, BA '67, died
November 30 in Nashville, TN.
Helen Green Sagara, BS '67, MA
'72, died December 31 in Woodland,
CA.
Paul Man-Wai Sia, BBA '68, died
December 27 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Karen Swanson Liedeke, BA '70,
MA '74, died June 29, 1989, in Connersville, IN.
Steve 0. Shannon, MA '74, died
August 21 in Pasadena, TX.
Stefani Funtukis DeJong, BS
'75, died January 8 in Lansing, MI.
David M. Haley, BS '76, died December 19 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Cheryl Minielly-McDmurray, BS
'77, died November 3 in Coral
Springs, FL.
Timothy J. Boylan, BS '78, died
February 19 in Vicksburg, MI.
Kathy Stroup Hice, BS '79, died
February 11 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Gail Bizer Nelson, BA '81, MA
'85, died December 24 in Benton
Harbor, MI.
Robert Phillips, BS '83, died December 29 in Clare County, MI.
Nancy L. Woodward, MSW '84,
died June 13, 1987, in Phoenix, AZ, it
was recently learned.
David L. Wright, BSW '84, died
in 1989 in Chicago, IL.
Jeffery G. Blakely, BBA '85, died
in 1988 in Detroit, Ml, it was recently
learned.
John A. MacLean, BBA '86, died
in 1986 in Westland, MI, it was recently learned.
Warren A. Puggini, BS '88, died
August 25 in Mt. Clemens, MI.

MI.
Hermiene Bigbee, TC '30, died
June 30, 1989, in Grand Rapids, MI.
Helen Augst Dinsen, TC '31, died
July 2, 1989 in Manistee, MI.
Lucile Miller Glatzel, BS '31,
died in 1989, Royal Oak, MI.
George 0. Comfort Jr., BA '32,
died December 21 in Indianapolis,

Ann 0. Schoenherr, TC '32, BA
'33, died December 1 in Ludington,
MI.
Wilbur "Red" Combs, BA '33,
died October 13, 1988 in Highland
Ranch, CO.
Louise Gahan, TC '33, BA '58,
MA '63, died September 1, 1987, in
Grand Rapids, MI, it was recently
learned.
Paul W. Briggs, BA '34, died November 10 in Tempe, AZ.
Irene Rybicki Carr, TC '34, died
January 4 in Rochester Hills, MI.
Ruth E. Keefer, BA '34, died October 26 in Concord, MI.
Theo Elizabeth Isham Phelps,
BA '34, died May, 1989, in Jackson,
MI.
Dr. George T. Britton, BS '35,
died March 2 in Fort Wayne, IN.
Ruth Becker Dean, BS '38, died
August 5.
Kathryn Joselyn Gearhart, BS
'38, died September 16 in Burke, VA.
Dorothy Marsh Griffiths, BA '38,
died October 17 in Albion, MI.
Hal P. Helmer, BS '38, died October 25 in Cape Coral, FL.
Martha Lewis Neumann, BA '38,
MA '60, died February 10 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Nicholas C. Shuraleff, BS '38,
died November 5 in Grayling, MI.
Beverly Eason Whiting, BS '38,
died in November in Iowa City, lA.
Charles B. Ford, BA '43, died
September 19 in Des Moines, lA.
James H. Burchell, BA '46, MA
'SO, died December 21 in Kalamazoo, MI.
William A. Sack, BA '47, died August 23 in Wausau, WI.
Edward E. Heathcote, BA '48,
MA '55, died December 31 in Whitmore Lake.
Daniel Adelson, BA '49, died
June 30, 1989, in Berkeley, CA.
Bernita Miller Flanders, BS '49,
MA '54, died February 15 in Kalamazoo. Flanders was a member of Alpha
Beta Epsilon, Western's alumnae sorority.
Doris Jacobs Gates, BS '49, died
June 13, 1989, in Three Rivers, MI.
Barbara Adams Richard, TC '49,
died in October in Scappoose, OR.

Harold C. Calkins, BS 'SO, died December 19 in El Paso, TX.

-

lA.

.... .

. ..

THE WESTERNER, -JUNE 1990

t certainly isn't an Indianapolis 500 contender with its
forty-mile-an-hour average speed, but Western
Michigan University's new race car is expected to be
competitive in a long-distance race this summer.
Sound a little far-fetched?
Not to scores of WMU engineering students and several
more at the Jordan College Energy Institute in Grand
Rapids who have teamed up to enter a national solarpowered car race in July.
The event itself seems
far-fetched, covering
1,800 miles in eleven
days with participants
averaging 200 miles a
day.
Sponsored by the
General Motors
Corporation, Sunrayce
USA pits thirty-two
North American
colleges and universities in a cross-country
trek from Walt Disney
World in Florida to
GM's Thch Center in
Warren, Michigan.
The race route
Times are recorded at
the end of each day,
with the winner's trophy going to the school with the best
overall time. Three of the competing teams will be chosen
to represent GM at the World Solar Challenge in Australia
in November 1990, a race GM won in 1987.
esigning and building WMU's car,
called Sunseeker, involved nearly every
department in the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences. It's a
completely student-run project, from design
to construction, with members of the faculty
working solely as advisers.
"Western became involved in the same
way that the other schools did;' says
Richard C. Schubert, an associate professor
of mechanical engineering and a faculty
coordinator for the project. "In December
1988, GM sent out requests to about three
thousand universities and colleges asking
for proposals covering how they might
design and build a solar-powered car. Sixtyfive proposals were eventually submitted.
Out of these, thirty-two were accepted, and
Western's was one of these. That in itself is
quite a coup:'
Schubert says the Jordan College Energy Institute .
became involved in the project when it contacted
the Sunseeker team, saying it is incapable of
building a car, but is knowledgeable about the
photovoltaic cells that convert sunlight directly
into usable energy and the specialized
batteries that store this energy.
"They also said they were knowledgeable
about fundraising;• Schubert continues,
"probably the single most important aspect
of this project. You won't be competitive if
you're limited by funds, and right now,
we're working with a budget of
approximately $400,000.
WMU is handling the chassis, motor, drive train, and
aerodynamic body design. Together with Jordan, they
hope to compete successfully against teams from
such institutions as the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Stanford University, and the University
of Michigan, which is the only other Michigan competitor.
everal major contributors have assisted the project so
far with both cash and materials, including Welch's
in Concord, Massachusetts; Plascore in Zeeland;
Consumers Power Company in Jackson; and the Kellogg
Company in Battle Creek.
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As of mid-April, Schubert estimated almost 200,000
work hours had gone into the project, with the overall
number of students involved at any given time ranging
from 60 to 120. The initial proposal alone required nearly
a dozen students writing "practically non-stop" from
October 1988 to February 1989.
Once the proposal was approved, teams of students
began designing the car; which runs on both direct
sunlight and the power stored in its batteries.
Schubert expects an average, sunny-day speed
of forty miles per hour without tapping the
batteries.
"We have to watch out and not drain the
battery too much;' Schubert says. "A typical
silver-zinc battery only has about thirty to fifty
total discharge cycles, so if you drain it too
much in any one day, it's gone. And there's a
big penalty for changing batteries. That's why
the six drivers we select will have particularly
light feet:'

he student coordinator for the project is
Jeffrey S. Bordner of Ortonville, Michigan,
a senior majoring in aircraft engineering.
Bordner says WMU has supported the project
in a number of ways.
"Some of the students have been allowed to
fulfill the requirements of their senior design
project through Sunseeker,'' he says. "Others
are working on it as a design elective. Credit
has also been granted for various independent
study classes:'

The project has been beneficial in non-academic ways
as well, Bordner says.
"Were learning how to work as a team as we would in
any major corporation. Many times, the first job you get as
an engineer is working with or designing something very
simple-like a bearing-for some large-scale project of
which you have little or no concept. What this project has
given us is the broad picture-how a mechanical design
change affects the
electrical guys, and so
forth :'
Bordner also likes the
extensive hands-on
experience the project
offers.
"It involves everything
from design to machine
work to construction to
testing;• he notes. "The
computer experience is
a definite plus. Everybody works on computers
nowadays. If you don't
know how to do finite
element analysis on a
computer, you're lost.
Shalesia Edwards, a sophomore from Detroit
If you don't know basic
majoring in mechanical engineering, and Richard
CAD (computer-assisted
C. Schubert, an associate professor of mechanical
engineering and Sunseeker faculty coordinator.
design) work, you're
evaluate a prototype of the car's front suspension.
lost. All in all, it's been
a very enjoyable
experience:'

Left: These students begin the
complicated process of making
Sunseeker's nosecone. Here,
they are preparing the initial form
that is to be developed in to a
mold of the nosecone. Once
completed, the mold is filled with
a light-weight fabric-plastic
material that is laminated.

ill W. Anderson, the student funding coordinator and
an Ann Arbor native, agrees.
"It's been a wonderful project to be a part of;' says
Anderson, a graduate student in the marketing program.
"It has opened my eyes to any number of environmental
issues. It never occurred to me that there might actually
be solar-powered cars:'
That's one of the major reasons behind the race, she
Below: The final design of the
says.
solar-powered race car. as
"This project, this race, demonstrates the feasibility of
shown in these computersolar power as an alternative form of energy. In fact, we've
generated front and side views,
is much sleeker than the earlier
committed to participating in a parade (sponsored ·by the
version shown in orange at the
New York Municipal Arts Society) with some of the other
top of this page.
schools. It starts from New York City (July 29) and ends in
Washington, D.C. (August 4). We plan to park our cars at
the steps of the capitol building in an attempt to show our
politicians that alternative forms of energy can be
effective:•
Sunseeker will also be touring with Consumers Power's
Energy Van after the race and will be on display at a
series of county fairs throughout this fall. Finally, it will be
on permanent display at Kohrman Hall on campus. The
team is encouraging alumni to come by and see it.
"Students aren't the only ones who are gaining
something of value from this project;' Anderson
says. "Western stands to gain a lot of national
recognition from it, too. The publicity this race
will generate is virtually unknown-an eleven-day
race, press stops every day-GM won't let it go by
without getting it on the news every evening. If
we're at the front of the pack, so much the better.''
Everyone connected with the project feels
WMU's chances of winning are good. ' From what
we've heard;' Bordner says, "we're one of the
schools to beat. We're using a variety of state-ofthe-art materials, especially in the body construction.
- - - - - - - - - Many sponsors have donated materials they're trying
to develop themselves-stuff that's not available on
the market today:'
However, Schubert says the design teams are also trying to keep
the vehicle as simple and as reliable as possible and still be competitive.
"The more intricate parts you have, the less reliability; he says.
"It's going to be an endurance race on mostly secondary roads-lots
of hills, stops and starts, chuckholes. The team with the most reliable
car, the best driving techniques, and the best strategy will win.
We think we've got it covered:'
- by B.W. Ambrose, B.A. ' 85

